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LEGACIES

Have
you considered
supporting the work of the Church through
Wax
candles,
votive lights,
the ACS after your death?
grave lights, altar breads,
The money
received
from gifts in wills is the life blood of the Society, helping to
wine,
incense,
charcoal,
put priests in parishes, supporting the Church for many years to come.
all keenly priced like a
If youknown
would like
to make a bequest to the ACS please use the following form of
well
retailer.
wording in your Last Will and Testament.
We are never knowingly
“I give and bequeath to the Additional Curates Society and it’s work care of the
under
Generalsold.
Secretary, 16 Commercial Street, Birmingham B1 1RS
the sum of £_______________________________

(Instead of naming any particular amount of money you can express a wish that a
certain fraction of your estate should be applied to the work of the ACS) (free from all
death or legal duties), to be applied for the purpose of the work of the Additional Curates
Society, and I declare that the receipt of the General Secretary for the time being of the
Additional Curates Society shall be sufficient discharge to my executors of the same.”
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“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation, everything old has passed away, see
everything has become new.”
2 Corinthians 5:17

Let's be honest, we are all risk averse. We
enjoy the familiar routine, normal is always far
more comfortable than something different,
radical and risky. October 5th officially marked
the opening of our new H.Q. in Commercial
Street and demonstrates very powerfully that
the Additional Curates Society is anything but
averse to risks. As previously stated in the last
edition of Good News this beautiful building is
very much the gift of the ACS to AngloCatholicism, and I think demonstrates very
powerfully our commitment and enthusiasm to
our primary task of resourcing the church’s
ministry for successive generations.
The ACS continually attempts to remind
individuals that God requires them to take a
risk in responding to His call. When our Lord
summoned the fishermen to follow him, there
was no guarantee of anything, but their
enthusiasm and spontaneity in simply leaving
their nets behind is both a challenge and
example to us all.
In this new edition of the Good News
magazine I am delighted to be able to present
to you some more detailed knowledge of

exactly what we have created here in
Commercial Street which is already proving
itself as a real asset to our work. But also
some of the challenging circumstances that we
find ourselves in now in terms of clergy
shortages and the overall age profile of existing
priests presented in Bishop Tony’s reflection.
The challenge to all of you, and particularly any
one who might be considering ordination, is
not to be risk averse, but take the risk and find
out what God has planned for you. If you see
someone that you think might be a suitable
candidate for ordination, take the risk and pose
the question. If you feel that there is something
in your life that is drawing you towards
ordination, take the risk and present yourself as
a candidate to your parish priest. If you feel
drawn in any way to assisting us financially or
practically in this crucial task of resourcing
ministry then please take a risk, step out and
be counted. Perhaps it is now time for us all to
be counter cultural and to take risk upon risk
for the sake of the Kingdom.

Fr Darren Smith

Our New Home
The 5th October 2018 will certainly go down in
the history of Anglo-Catholicism as a day of
significant change, for it was then at 16
Commercial Street that Bishop Tony Robinson
officially dedicated this impressive building to the
glory of God and the service of the Church. Then
to be opened by the Right Honourable Yvonne
Mosquito, Lord Mayor of Birmingham.

The Lord Mayor beautifully articulated for us all
the fact that this date was the culmination of quite
literally years of planning, preparation, turmoil and
many troubled nights. What a delight it was to
welcome back many esteemed friends and guests
who had been associated with us in one way
or another and 3 Society Bishops all for this
splendid day.
Whilst acknowledging that it
would be very difficult for many
of you to physically be with us in
person, we would like to extend
a warm invitation for any who
find themselves in Birmingham
City Centre the opportunity of
popping in and looking round.
For those who are unable to
travel then there is a chance to
view our impressive facilities both
here in this magazine but also by
visiting us on-line where Google
Maps will quite literally bring you
inside every room with a 360o
walking tour of every room. So
you will be able to be in Father
Darren’s office or in Mary’s luxury
suite, or Robert’s open plan
environment and the new
Church Union base.
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We are indebted to a number of
individuals and charities who have
contributed significant sums
towards this amazing provision.
We would particularly like to
express our gratitude to the

following church charities who have each
sponsored a room.
The Guild of the Servants of the Sanctuary
The Church Union
Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament
The Gadd Trust

There is still the opportunity to add your name to
the generous list of donors as we are still in the
process of furnishing our offices. We still require
some more chairs for our meeting room and
£100 will pay for each one of these. We are
hoping to purchase some more meeting room
tables and £200 will pay for one of these. Finally
any money that you are able to contribute will
ensure that our facilities are not only fit for
purpose but a real asset to the future of our
movement. Please do
complete the attached form
and return it to us if you can
make any contribution.
And as for Gordon Browning
House, these premises were
sold and the proceeds have all
been invested in a new Trust
bearing his name. This will
ensure that Mr Browning’s
generosity and his name will
be forever remembered in the
work of the ACS. The Council
have decided that only the
income generated can be used
to further the work of the
ACS.
More news of this work is
found here in the magazine
and in the next edition we
want to showcase some of the
other new and exciting
initiatives that we are
supporting financially both in
terms of the part funding of
priests and our exciting
vocations initiative.

Please accept £
donation towards the investment being made by
the ACS for the future of the our Church.
I would like my money to be used specifically towards
(Please Specify if there is a particular item you want to purchase.

Any Dedication

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my
responsibility to pay any difference.
Title

First Name of initial(s)

Surname
Full home address

Postcode:

Signature

I enclose a cheque for the full amount. Please post to 16 Commercial Street, Birmingham B1 1RS

Or
Credit Card details.
Card Number
Expiry Date

Issue No if applicable

Security Code
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WE NEED 50%
MORE PRIESTS
EACH YEAR

When we talk about vocation we recognise
first every Christian has a vocation to a specific
ministry in the Church. But the Apostle Paul
also tells us in the fourth chapter of Ephesians
that some are called to be Prophets, some
Apostles and some Teachers with the purpose
of building up the Body of Christ. Of course
there is a sense in which no single vocation is
better than or superior to any other but our
parishes and people do need priests to bring
them the sacraments.
In the Strategy for Mission within The Society
the fourth point is:

Celebrating Sacramental Priesthood
We will:
a) Build confidence in the identity of the
Church and the nature of priesthood
b) Take active steps to foster priestly vocations
c) Use teaching days, conferences and
learning communities to encourage lifelong
priestly formation

Priesthood

The Additional Curates Society prayer
begins ‘Almighty God gives us priests’.
The good news is that since 2014 God
has called and the Bishops of The Society
have ordained over 60 men to the
priesthood.
The bad news is that isn’t enough for our
future needs. Like the rest of the Church of
England we need to increase the numbers
being ordained by 50% each year. This is
because the number of priests retiring over
the next ten or fifteen years means we will
not be able to fill all of our Society parishes
unless we find more men and particularly
more young men and those from black and
minority ethnic backgrounds.
6

It is clear that Jesus saw the ‘sending’ of the
apostles as being identified with and a
continuation of His ‘sending’ by the Father, so
in this sense catholic priests are identified with,
and continue, in a unique way the incarnation,
the embodiment, of the eternal Son of God
among His people.
The fact that God calls men with all their
weaknesses and limitations, through grace, to
be second Christs, is proof of the audacious
love of God.
Pope Benedict said: ‘The priesthood, then, is
not simply “office” but sacrament: God makes
use of us poor men in order to be, through
us, present to all men and women, and to act
on their behalf. This audacity of God who
entrusts himself to human beings – who,
conscious of our weaknesses, nonetheless
considers men capable of acting and being
present in his stead – this audacity of God is
the true grandeur concealed in the word
“priesthood”. That God thinks that we are

capable of this; that in this way he calls men to
his service and thus from within binds himself to
them.’

from men who would like to explore ordination
to the priesthood.

If you are wondering if God is calling you to be
a priest, trust in the audacity of God who may
think that you are capable, through His grace, of
representing and acting in the person of His
Son, Jesus Christ. As such you are called, in cooperation with your bishop, to sanctify, teach
and lead God’s people. The supreme
expression of your calling to be a priest will be
your service of the sacrifice of the Mass, and
your dispensing of Christ’s healing to your
suffering brothers and sisters through the
sacrament of reconciliation and the sacrament
of the sick.

ACS website www.additionalcurates.co.uk

What is my calling?
All of us should be thinking about form of
ministry is God calling us to? Initially we need to
ask yourself whether you feel called to ordained
ministry within the Church be that priest or
deacon; the religious life within the many varied
communities in England for both men and
women; a form of accredited lay ministry or
Reader; or just a faithful disciple living the
Gospel in every area of your life but who offers
their time, talent and energy to the service of
the Lord in the Church.
Perhaps there are some individuals within your
congregation who you think has the qualities
that would make a good priest. Have you ever
thought of suggesting it to them? You never
know how much your nudging might be just
the encouragement they need for them to take
the first step towards exploring ordination.

Where is help available?
ACS provides information, advice and support
to those exploring vocation to ordained
ministry. Each year, the 'Here I Am' initiative
puts on a weekend long conference for those
beginning to discern God's will for them. Help is
then provided as people go through the
vocations process within their own diocese.
The Society Bishops are always keen to hear

Further information is also provided at:
Here I am website: www.here-i-am.org.uk
I call on all readers of Good News to pray
regularly for God to give us more priests.

Bishop Tony Robinson
Bishop of Wakefield

ACS Prayer

Almighty God, give us priests:
to establish the honour of your holy name;
to offer the holy sacrifice of the altar;
to give us Jesus in the holy sacrament;
to proclaim the faith of Jesus;
to baptise and to teach the young;
to tend your sheep; to seek the lost;
to give pardon to the penitent sinner;
to bless our homes; to pray for the afflicted;
to comfort mourners;
to strengthen us in our last hour;
to commend our souls;
Almighty God, give us priests!
Holy Father, you gave us Christ
as the shepherd of our souls;
may your people always have priests
who care for them with his great love.
We make our prayer, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
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New Faces
The Church Union

Hello! I am Fr Adam Edwards and in
October I took up the role of
Communications Director, generously
funded by the Church Union. I am based
in the new offices of the Additional
Curates Society.

My role is funded by the Church Union, but I
work across the Catholic Societies in the
Church of England to help communicate and
promote the fabulous work that is happening
in our parishes and across the Catholic
Societies. I think it is vital that we shout about
the wonderful things that are happening and
encourage one another with the work that we
are doing. It is also really important that we let
the wider Church of England know what we
are doing, and that we are alive and kicking,
with a crucial role to play in the life of the
wider Church.
Communication is essential to how we live our
lives. We can’t buy a bottle of milk or book a
doctor’s appointment without some form of
communication. We all live in community with
other human beings, and our relationships with
those people and how we communicate is
very important. Communication is not just
about imparting information, it is how
relationships are built up and maintained; it is
how people come to understand us. So role is
to help us build relationships between our
parishes and Catholic Societies, but also with
the wider church – helping them to
understand the role that we play in the life of
the Church of England.
Day to day, my job involves talking to parishes
about what is happening, to understand the
great things that are happening up and down
8

the
country;
encouraging
people to write
articles and share news
stories that can be used in ‘Together’, on
Facebook and in other ways. I work with the
Bishops of The Society and the Catholic
Societies to make sure we are all working
together for the good of the Catholic
movement. I am responsible for editing the
Together newspaper, and contributing to other
publications like Good News and Christian
Life. It is certainly a very varied job, and there
is never a dull moment.
Before I took on this job, I worked for the
National Trust. I worked very closely with
National Trust sites across the Midlands on
fundraising, to communicate the fundraising
need they had for various projects and
encourage people to support those projects
and become more involved in the work of the
National Trust.
Away from the office, I am an Assistant Priest at
Holy Trinity, Ettingshall, near Wolverhampton
in Lichfield Diocese. I was ordained priest in
June 2018, and I am loving my life as a priest.
I love history and visiting historic places;
walking in the countryside; reading and am a
frustrated Aston Villa fan.
What is my New Year’s resolution? To make
communication a really important part of what
we do as the Catholic movement in the
Church of England. Oh, and to go to the gym
more often!

God Calling?
It was a privilege to be among so many
committed Christians! A Bishop, Priests and
people who are testing their vocations; different
people from many different backgrounds,
different ages all with different experiences of
God. However, one thing that united us was no
one felt good enough for God. Strangely
enough Father Darren was quick to point out
that God uses our weaknesses and turns them
into strengths.
The highlight of the weekend for me was the
structure of services and prayer. They were
familiar to the Anglo-Catholic tradition that I
have been part of in the same church all my life.
Like many people in today’s world I have often
convinced myself that I am too busy to pray or I
have not got enough time. It is funny how I can
make time to do other things. It seems easier
to make time to read a newspaper rather than

my bible, or go to the gym or pub rather than
an extra mass at church; and finding time to
spend on Twitter rather than on prayer! This
weekend has helped me to reboot my
commitment to prayer and meditation. After
prayer sessions in the chapel we had
approximately fifteen minutes of silence so that
we could listen to God; reminding me that in
any good conversation it is good to talk but
sometimes better to listen. I felt my prayer life
has deteriorated over the last 2 years; not
because I wasn’t saying prayers but because I
wasn’t listening. I had raced through prayers in
order to finish before going to work or going to
sleep. Prayer had become a burden rather than
a blessing. However, I am pleased that I am
back in control of my discipline; I am not just
regurgitating or giving token gestures prayers,
but actually spending time in silence listening to
God. Is it really so difficult? St Pio of Pietrelcina
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(a master of prayer) said “In the spiritual life, the
more you run the less you get tired; moreover,
peace, the prelude to eternal joy will come upon us,
and we shall be happy and strong”. Amen.
Father Damian came to speak and added the
comedy element to the weekend! He highlighted
the one thing that inspired him as a young man was
seeing his Priest’s commitment to prayer every
single day (I see a pattern emerging here). Also,
Father Rob Avery and Joy Gilliver delivered a session
focusing on the Summary of Criteria for Ordination.
While all nine criteria are important I feel that
relationships are fundamentally important: with
God, with family and with others. As a social animal
we thrive best when we work together. As Kenneth
H. Blanchard says “None of us is as smart as all of
us.” God as Trinity is by His nature relational and
God created humans to be in a relationship with
Him. Surely we should make more time to get
together with people especially loved ones to enjoy
each other’s company. How then do we build a
loving relationship with God. Simply by having
dialogue and spending time with Him. Another
quote for St Pio “through the study of books one
seeks God; by meditation one finds Him”.
I would like to thank the Additional Curates Society
once again for this stunning weekend of
contemplation and to Father Darren Smith for
facilitating the event and helping to rekindle my
commitment to prayer and reflection. Now I have
returned home filled with the spirit and motivated
for Christ. God Bless

Friday 30th August to
Sunday 1st September
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Speak Lord, your Servant is Listening
One of the joys of having these new premises
right in the heart of the City Centre is we are
now able to offer conference facilities within
easy walking distance of Birmingham New
Street Station, the largest railway station in
Europe, that is so easily reached from quite
literally every corner of England. Commercial
Street has been designed with that exactly in
mind and the state of the art facility enables
courses to be easily delivered using our
interactive Promethean Smartboard. Super fast
fibre optic Wi Fi and the magnificent kitchens
that enables us to offer catering facilities for
these events.
The very first Day Conference actually took
place the day after our opening, Saturday 6th
October, and we are very grateful indeed to the
18 delegates who attended this event, centred
around one of the key selection criteria
“Spirituality”. Unlike some of the other criteria
this one almost needs to be experienced rather
than learnt. You don’t talk about prayer, you
actually do prayer, and on the 6th we were
delighted to be joined by a highly experienced
Spiritual Director and former Baptist Minister,
Reverend Joan Whyman who took us through a
number of the key aspects of spirituality before
setting us two specific tasks either side of our
delicious lunch.
The criteria for selection are no state secret.
They are readily available on the Church of
England website and anyone contemplating

Save the date
The next day, which is available for anybody
considering ordination is once again in
Commercial Street in the Prescott Room on

Saturday 6th July 2019 from 11.00am.
Please do contact us at
info@additionalcurates.co.uk for further
details, or give us a ring on 0121 382 5533.

ordination must in the words of one of the
selectors “inhabit these criteria for themselves”.
They are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Vocation
Ministry within the Church of England
Spirituality
Personality and Character
Relationships
Leadership and collaboration
Faith
Mission and Evangelism
Quality of Mind

Why not look them up for further definition at:
www.churchofengland.org/life-events/vocations

Stepping into Deep Water
Father David Lyon sends this report
regarding Rev’d. Aiden Edwards, Assistant
Curate at the Parish Church of Saint Anne,
St. Anne’s-on-the-Sea
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Since Fr. Aiden’s ordination as Deacon his ‘on the
job’ training has started.in the skills, talents and
personal attributes he will need to develop and
employ in his future ministry as a priest. The daily
pattern of prayer and worship, with Morning and
Evening Prayer and Mass each day as both the
framework and the springboard of ministry is
something that has to be gotten used to. Visiting
parishioners, our Church Primary School and
Nursery, Mothers’ Union, Men’s Fellowship,
Babies, Toddlers and Parents, and all the other
groups and teams that are active in our Church is
an important part of the induction into life in Fr.
Aiden’s new parish.

Paschal Triduum, the highlight for any Deacon is
singing the Exsultet at the Easter Vigil and First
Mass of Easter. During Lent we also held a ‘Lent
Lunch’ each week and money raised went –
together with the contents of our Lent Boxes – to
Then there are the liturgical occasions to become
support the work of ACS.
familiar with; ministering as a Deacon at Mass,
preaching regularly, and of course developing the At the end of May we were privileged to have a
visit from Fr. Darren Smith, who preached at our
expertise needed to take Funeral Services and
Sung Mass. Fr. Darren was able to meet Fr. Aiden
care for the bereaved, as well as assisting at the
Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Matrimony. again and also Mrs. Pam Kinghorn, our ACS
representative.

Then at the beginning of July Fr. Aiden was
ordained priest by Bishop Philip and celebrated
Mass for the first time three days later; these were
both really joyful events, celebrated by the wider
community as well as the church family. Fr. Aiden
now celebrates Mass regularly and has begun to
Baptise regularly as well; the delights of officiating
at Marriage Services and all the administration that
goes with them is a pleasure that is still in store for
him, as we have plenty of Marriages booked for
Fr. Aiden has also been heavily involved in our
work with our Church Primary School; helping to later this year.
lead Collective Worship once each week and also Fr. Aiden continues his priestly formation with the
teaching. All children in Year Six (and there are
prayers and support of people who have come to
ninety of them) are taught the Confirmation
love him.
Course, and those who wish to receive this
Sacrament – and who have attended Mass
(it would be good to have the results of the
regularly in preparation – are then Confirmed by Confirmation Course in due course if your curate
Bishop Philip North, Bishop of Burnley. The
survives 90 children!) (Ed)
school also come to Church for Mass once or
twice a term and have their Harvest Thanksgiving,
Infant Nativity play and Junior Carol Service etc. in
Church.
In Lent there were additional devotions and
teaching in which Fr. Aiden was involved, Stations
of the Cross each week, and our Lent course.
Then, of course, the events of our Salvation
recalled during Holy Week and especially the
13

The Southern See
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Fr. Richard Tuset, All Saints Sidley and St
Barnabas, Bexhill reports...
(Fr. Richard doesn’t just put into action the
basic functions of a Deacon but adapts them
to suit that church’s environment)
My first 6 months as the Assistant Curate in the
parishes of All Saints Sidley and St Barnabas
Bexhill have been both joyful and rewarding.
Without support from the ‘Additional Curates
Society’ this curacy would not have been
possible and I am therefore very grateful for all
that the Society has enabled.
Since my ordination to the Diaconate in July I
have been settling in and finding out about my
two parishes. The welcome and support I
have experienced has been overwhelming and
I feel hugely supported as a result. My training
incumbent, Fr Michael Bailey, has been guiding
my learning and development in every area of
parish and ministerial life. This has included
learning to deacon the daily mass and weekly
family Eucharist, assisting at funerals, baptisms
and weddings and helping with a huge variety
of other activities including work with our
school and nursery.
Parish ministry and the proclamation of the
Gospel in this context therefore has to be
tangible and make a real difference to people’s
lives. I am developing my skills in preaching and
teaching within this context and have
particularly enjoyed giving talks at our All Age
Services and at our local primary school
weekly assemblies. A special highlight was the
opportunity to help prepare a number of
candidates for baptism and confirmation by
Bishop Martin Warner in November 2017.
A key part of my work has been to look
carefully at our parish profile and from this, in
partnership with others, seek to identify those
people most in need and those furthest from
the church. I am for example working with the

local third sector action group to better
coordinate support for homeless and
vulnerable people in the town which is
currently disjointed and poorly resourced. I
have also been supporting activities that engage
and share the Gospel with young people
including our uniformed groups but also the
local primary school. For example, I am
currently working with student’s teachers and
governors on the creation of a forest school
and sports area within the grounds of the
church.
Whilst there are an increasing number of
young families in Bexhill the area retains a very
significant older population, many of whom are
elderly, living in care homes and unable to visit
church. A key part of my ministry therefore has
been to reach out and visit the many
residential care homes in our parishes bringing
much-needed love and care to these oftenoverlooked parishioners. In addition to regular
holy Communion services we are seeking to
develop a regular and meaningful relationship
through a new initiative called ‘Messy Vintage’.
For example, at one care home we undertook
a Christmas card making workshop where we
took the opportunity to speak with residents
about Christmas and what it means for them at
this stage of their life. In addition, with another
group of residents we designed the parish
Christmas Carol service and held an
enormously successful and well attended
service at the care home rather than the parish
church.
The first six months of curacy have been joyful
and I now find myself looking forward to
preparations for priesthood ..... My ongoing
prayer is that I am able to serve God and assist
the communities I’ve been called to minister to
the very best of my abilities.
I feel very tired after reading your report
Father. What a lot you have packed into a
short time. Well done (Ed)
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Bishop Andrew Watson has presented to the whole of the Church of England a wonderful
challenge. Set within the context of the brave aspiration the Church of England has set to
raise the number of clergy by 50% sometime around 2020 onwards. Bishop Tony has
already reminded us of the great need there is with a huge number of clergy due to retire,
unless something is done to encourage more to respond to God’s call then there simply
will not be priests for parishes.

So it is all about creating an
environment or a culture
where vocations can flourish
and grow and the great
vocations conversation is
simply about challenging
everyone of us to think about
having one conversation
about vocation each month
with someone different from
you. Now that conversation
doesn’t have to be just about
a priestly vocation, think
about what God has called
you to do. With the best
will in the world God does
not call everyone to be
priests, but by virtue of our
baptism we are all called to
some Christian vocation
and that could be a
teacher, a mother, an
environmental cleanser, a
shop assistant, a church
warden, or a flower
arranger. These are all
callings and if everyone
found a different person
every month for the next
12 months simply to talk about
vocation, then it would not only encourage
a response because this is a conversation
not a monologue but it would also enable
God to speak through us and to us.
Bishop Andrew has, together with
Magdalen Smith, produced an excellent
little book called The Great Vocation
Conversation with 12 stories based upon
scripture and personal experiences with
powerful prayer points, which can all act
both as an individual devotion or a group
exercise and this can be purchased from
any good publishing organisation or from

Church House Publishing ISBN
9781781400982
There is also a website:
https://www.churchofengland.org/greatvoc
ationsconversation
where you can sign up for the challenge
and receive regular updates and the more
Catholics that do this the better. So why
not start today, gossip the Gospel and have
your conversation.
17

Leamington Live
Fr Stephen Parker reports from
St John the Baptist, Royal Leamington Spa
(For those of you who like word searches can you
find that special word in this report?)
The first half of 2018 has been a busy period
for life at St John’s, full parish BBQ’s, growth in
numbers, improving finances and a greater
involvement in the life of the Deanery and
Diocese. It really is an exciting time to be
ministering in this part of God’s Kingdom! It
hasn’t been without its challenges though.

above the impermeable water membrane; in
short at some point the entire floor will need
to come up!
These developments, along with the interim
nature of my post have certainly provided a
challenge to my naturally optimistic outlook on
life! I often recall that my training incumbent
would say that “the devil works over time
when good things are happening”, and despite
all of the above, amazing things are happening
at St John’s!

When I arrived at the end of 2016 I was
assured that the fabric of the building was
sound and that I could turn my intention solely
towards mission and outreach to the parish,
and nurture relationships with the wider
deanery and Diocese. During morning prayer
one day during Advent 2017 I was convinced
the warden had brought mushrooms to
Church – it turns out that there had been a
severe blooming of the mycelium of Dry Rot
around the Vicar’s stall…
For the first time in many years we are living
within our means and seeing an increase in our
overall funds, rather than a steady decline. We
as a parish are deeply grateful to the generosity
of the ACS that has enabled us to pay our full
parish share this year.

Fr Justin Hutcherson

The New Year was spent assessing the extent
of damage with the Architect. As well as
extensive damage to the wooden sections of
the Vestry and South choir stalls it seems that
the Nave floor that we currently have was a
later addition to the building and was placed
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Not only have financial matters seen an
improvement as, more importantly, we have
started 2018 with a very clear drive towards
mission and outreach. Our preschool group,
Little Lambs, has seen families attending Mass
on Sundays and midweek. We have seen
several families join St John’s as a result of
Community BBQ’s and the occasional offices;
often with children who are now serving at
the Altar.
During Lent we had a trainee Reader, Miss
Claire Russell, on placement with us. After
several months of discernment and prayer,
Claire has decided to join us at St John’s as
Reader and will be licensed to the Parish this
Autumn. She has brought much to our
worshipping life by cantoring the Mass and
organising a number of singing workshops
for young families from the local community.
Claire has also been pivotal in the reforming of
the Leamington Taizé Group, that now meets
at St John’s and was invited to lead worship at
Coventry Cathedral earlier this Summer.

Part of my remit was to foster and grow the
relationship with the wider deanery after a
number of years of self-imposed isolation on
the part of the parish. Earlier this year I was
elected to sit on the Deanery Synod Pastoral
Committee, St John’s regularly hosts Deanery
Synod and pastoral Committee and I am
currently standing for election to Diocesan
Synod. St John’s was also involved with the
‘Ask the Archbishop’ event earlier this year as
part of my involvement with the work of
Acceler8 - the group tasked with engaging
with the 18-30’s of the Diocese.
Whilst there is a lot to do with the fabric of St
John’s, God is clearly building up the body of
his Church in South Leamington – The Bishop
of Warwick when he preached at the
Solemnity of St John spoke of the clear
evidence of new life at St John’s; these are
exciting times for the parish and we are
eagerly looking forward to seeing what else
God has in store for us in South Leamington!

During the Summer we ran a free Kids Club,
that saw 30 children from across the parish
spending a week having fun and learning about
Jesus. This has partly resulted in the formation
of 1st Leamington St John’s Brownies being
formed, which starts in September and
conversations around the starting up of a
Boy’s Brigade unit here at St John’s.
19

Gift Aid declaration for past, present & future donations
THE ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY 16 Commercial Street, Birmingham B1 1RS

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made
today

in the past 4 years

in the future

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of
Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.
Donor’s details

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:

Title............. First name or initial(s)..........................

Want to cancel this declaration

Surname.................................................................

Change your name or home address

Full home address ...................................................

No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or
capital gains.

...............................................................................
..............................................Postcode...................
Date........................................................................
Signature .................................................................

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want
to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include
all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or
ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

BANKER’S ORDER (please use capital letters)
To (Name & Address of your own Bank) ............................................................................................
............................................................................Postcode ..............................................................
PLEASE PAY:
Bank of Scotland, 55 Temple Row, Birmingham B2 5LS Your Bank Account No:
Bank Sort Code: 12-05-65 • Account No: 06074410
....................................................................
for the credit of the Additional Curates Society
The sum of £ ........................(amount in figures)
(amount in words) ............................................................................................................................
on ....................................................................and thereafter on the same day of each month/year
for ....................................................................years/or until I cancel it in writing.
Signature ..........................................................Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Revd/etc) ................................
Address..............................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................Postcode......................................................
IMPORTANT
If you are signing a Gift Aid Declaration and wish to pay by Banker’s Order,
please complete the above and return to:
ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY, 16 Commercial Street, Birmingham B1 1RS
Thank you for supporting the work of ACS
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