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Welcome...
You will be able to read from the
Birmingham Diocesan Director of
Ordinands and Dean of Women’s
Ministry, Canon Faith Claringbull, some
of the things that selectors are looking
for in candidates for ordination. We will
be hearing from Grant Naylor, one of
our students who undertook a parish
placement and attended an ACS
Vocations Conference, who has just
been selected for ordination and is
about to take up his place at Saint
Stephen’s House. Also one of our
supported priests Father Matthew
Pittam who tells us something about the
interesting new way in which he has
been trained by the Church for
priesthood, as well as some of our
more normal focuses upon the parishes
that receive grants from us as we
support priestly ministry in England and
Wales.

Welcome to a new edition of
the Additional Curates
Society’s Good News magazine.
This edition comes to you in the middle
of a very exciting period for the Church
as this has been formally nominated as
The Year of the Priest. On 19th June
the Holy Father, Pope Benedict 16th, at
an international gathering of priests
nominated the next 12 months as a
time of special prayer for priests to both
support those who already share in this
sacred ministry and to encourage others
to respond to the call to priesthood.
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These are of course the exact same
aims as our society and this is why we
are delighted to be able to align
ourselves with our ecumenical partners
sharing in this exciting initiative. Our
strap line “Passionate about Priesthood”
is a powerful reminder of the motivation
that has been at the heart of the ACS
for over 170 years. This special edition
of the Good News magazine in
celebration of the Year of the Priest
once again helps us to look more
closely at the work the society does in
order to resource our Church for
ministry and mission for both today and
the future.

We appreciate all the positive
comments that continue to flood in to
the office with regard to the format of
the magazine and the attractive and
exciting website, and with no more
delay you are invited to put your feet
up, relax and enjoy this Good News
Magazine.
1

Selection Criteria
by Canon Faith Claringbull
Diocesan Director of Ordinands for Birmingham
While I have to work within national
guidelines approved by the House of
Bishops (the famous Selection Criteria –
www.cofe.anglican.org/lifeevents/ministry/
ministryinthecofe) I have my own list of
qualities that I am on the lookout for.

mean is that I want to hear some
understanding that their desire to be
ordained is not just a matter of self-fulfilment
or convenience or simply a good idea. I have
to confess that I find more attractive those
who have been dragged through the
hedgerows to my door (a kind of ‘Hound of
Heaven’ experience) than those who present
with ease and confidence telling me why
they think the Bishop should ordain them.

Some of us may look back to the couple of
conversations we had with our DDO or
Bishop over a cup of tea or glass of gin and
wonder whether we would be
recommended for training today! Just
sometimes I fear that we might be missing
some of those mad and holy priests who
have certainly inspired me and enriched the
life of the Church.

Connected with this is the importance that a
candidate understands the meaning of ‘the
call of the Church’, however they might
express that. I am listening not only for an
ability to express a sense of personal call but
also for a recognition by others of that
person’s vocation. That is why I first send a
candidate to a vocations adviser, then ask for
references, later ask two Bishop’s examining
chaplains to interview them and also
encourage them to do a placement in
another parish. I want to know whether
others who know this person at
work/college and church recognise in them
the gifts and personal qualities for ministry as
a priest. Are they already serving God in their
everyday life?

Passion tops my list! When I first meet
someone who wishes to explore a call to the
ordained ministry I ask the simple questions,
‘Why are you here?’ and ‘Why are you here
now?’ In the hour that follows I am listening
for an ability to tell their story in a way that
keeps me awake, even after lunch. I am
looking for someone who is articulate about
their sense of God at work in their life and
who can express this, however shyly or
hesitantly, in a way that engages me. If they
can engage me then they will be likely to
engage others with the Gospel.

Fr. George Guiver CR, in his book Priests in a
People’s Church (SPCK, 2001) asks ‘What is
a priest?’ He starts by saying that we cannot
talk about priesthood in isolation but only if
the laity are part of the picture. I love this
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wide understanding of God’s mission to
the world. I feel passionately that there are
different ways of doing mission and remind
people that three of the Five Marks of
Mission are not especially evangelistic, but
are about loving service, unjust structures
and the integrity of creation.
People come from a range of church
traditions and I have overseen the selection
and training of men from the Forward in Faith
and Reform constituencies. As a female
priest, I look for c o u r t e s y in those from
whom I differ and hope that others find that
quality in me.
It is harder to list more personal
characteristics but I guess that self-awareness, stability, integrity, a certain robustness
and flexibility are important qualities. I want
to know that a candidate has relationships
that nourish them and I need to be sure that
key people in their life are supportive and
understand the practical implications,
including the cost, of obeying God’s call.

People come to the DDO is all shapes and
sizes! Young people remind me that
throughout the discernment process I am
looking for potential. I am not expecting the
finished product but I do want to hear that a
candidate is journeying with God and is ready
to learn and keen to grow.
There is a slight difference in what I look for
in someone seeking full-time stipendiary
ministry, as against self-supporting, or
assistant, ministry. In the former the Church
is looking for people who will have a
ministry of oversight. They need to be able
to see the bigger picture, hold the vision and
equip others for ministry. There are some,
however, who fear that the Church might be
overlooking the simple call to faithful parish
ministry.

I also look for evidence that a candidate has
spiritual resources for the long haul,
because the ordained ministry is not about
the ability to sprint but is about lifelong,
faithful service. I ask whether they have a
pattern of prayer and suggest that they have
a spiritual director.
At some point in the discernment process I
give candidates the Ordinal to read with the
warning that this is an awesome text. If they
pray through this and return still wanting to
say ‘yes’ to God then I know that this
person’s vocation must be taken seriously.

‘Mission and evangelism’ is the newest
selection criterion, not before time some
might say! I am looking for evidence of a
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On that first meeting I am also looking for a
certain degree of humility and obedience.
This may sound a bit old-fashioned. What I

quote! ‘We can ask, What is a wombat or an
edible dormouse? but not, What is a priest?
The priest is no independent species.’ He
then goes on to explore with others what is
distinctive about priesthood in the Church
of God. I remember when I was
recommended for training for the ordained
ministry 23 years ago, people said, ‘Oh, so
you’re going into the ministry!’ In those days I
guess the ministry equalled the ordained
ministry. Today it is different. We better
understand the calling of all the baptised and
lay ministries have mushroomed. So within
this wealth of ministries, what is particular
about the priesthood? I am listening for a
candidate’s ability to say something about this.
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(Lampeter) I set off on Low Monday for
Shallowford House.

My Journey
continues …
by Grant Naylor

As many of you will know from my last
article, I have been discerning a call to the
priesthood since the age of 12 or
thereabouts, so my BAP (Bishops’ Advisory
Panel) had a lot of expectation and longing
built behind it! It is the process of the BAP
that I would like to describe to you all in
this short article.

The weeks leading up to the BAP were
nerve-wracking indeed. I placed myself
under the patronage of St. John Vianney
(Patron saint of Parish Priests) and I knew
that lots of people were praying for me
and I gradually resigned myself to the
mantra “Thy Will be done.” After spending
an inspiring Holy Week & Easter at College

Café culture
handed
in until Wednesday afternoon, just before
we left. The first evening concluded with
Night Prayer and a foray to the bar in the
cellar. After a couple of pints I decided to
call it a night so as to begin thinking about
my response to the pastoral scenario.

D AY 1 : Upon arrival at the house we
were introduced to one another and then
quickly settled down to complete a
‘Personal Inventory’ under test conditions.
The purpose of the inventory is to gauge
the candidates’ initial and unprepared
response to certain questions. One of the
questions asked me when I was last angry
and how I resolved it. The Inventory lasted
about 45 minutes and I found it difficult to
complete it in the time provided, and I
think that the limited time may be intended
so that one cannot stew over certain
questions for too long. The selectors
would later use the Inventory as a base for
further questioning in the interviews.
Following on from the Inventory every
candidate was given a written pastoral
scenario. The scenario contained a very
complex pastoral situation which we had
to reply to in the form of a letter by the
end of the BAP. I found this the most taxing
element of the BAP because the letter was
hanging over the whole conference. We
had been instructed that it could not be

D AY 2 : After a night of broken sleep (the
mainline runs along the bottom of the
house’s grounds) we met again for Mass in
the Chapel. It was at Mass that the variety
of the Church of England was most
noticeable; there were evangelicals, liberals
and Anglo Catholics (and all shades
between) present. What was wonderful
(especially on the first day) was that we
could all be united around the same Altar.
Following breakfast the two groups split
and we devoted the morning to our
presentation. Each of the candidates had to
give a short presentation to the group on
one of the criteria for selection. I chose
Mission and Evangelisation whilst others
talked about vocation, faith, leadership and
so on. Following one’s presentation one
had to facilitate a discussion of no longer
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At my graduation with my mother

Last autumn the DDO
(Diocesan Director of Ordinands) booked
a place for me on a BAP after he and the
Liverpool team were satisfied that I had a
vocation, and that it needed testing at a
national level. The Panel was booked for
Shallowford House, the retreat house of
the diocese of Lichfield. There is a large
amount of paper work to be filled out
before the panel, so as to provide the
selectors with the broadest possible
image of the candidate in question. One
has a registration form which, as well as
providing a basic CV, asks the candidates
about their personal beliefs, self-image of
their character and important life events.
One has to provide a number of referees,
which in my case included: home
Incumbent, College Chaplain, a lay
person from my home parish, a lay
person from outside of the church, and
an academic reference.
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It is a pleasure to be writing again for
“Good News” after what seems like a
whirlwind twelve months! In November I
had the misfortune of losing my father after
a short battle with cancer. In April I went
on selection conference, and in July I
graduated from Lampeter University with a
first class honours degree in theology. It
has been a roller-coaster year but one
wherein the Grace of God has abounded!

Each BAP takes place from Monday
afternoon to Wednesday afternoon, and is
comprised of 16 candidates, 6 selectors
and a panel secretary who keeps everyone
in check. The BAP is, in fact, two panels
running concurrently. The 16 candidates
are divided into two groups of 8 and each
group is attached to 3 selectors. The two
BAPs meet together for worship, meal
times, in public areas and most importantly
in the bar!

es
a b o u t pri

4

5

than 10 minutes. All the while the three
selectors were positioned around the
room observing not only our presentation
skill but also our ability to chair a discussion
and engage with the other candidates’
topics. I thought that my presentation
would run smoothly because I had
practised it before hand and I had timed it.
As often happens, things didn’t go to plan
and I had to cut my presentation short mid
flow in the best way I could!

touches to my written response to the
pastoral situation and printed it off ready to
be handed in before I departed.

Following the presentations and Lunch
people began to have interviews. My first
was with the Educational selector. The
interview went very well and I made a
conscious decision following that interview
that I was going to enjoy my BAP whatever
the outcome! I didn’t find this too difficult at
all because, despite our differences of
traditions, the group really gelled and
between interviews and sessions many of
us could be found (avoiding writing our
response to the Pastoral Situation) having a
laugh in the conservatory or out on the
patio! Day 2 ended again with prayer and a
couple of drinks at the bar.

Learning Chinese

coming
from and was pleased that I was able to
speak with her about this. I am very
pleased that I went to her celebration (it
was not compulsory) and I thank her for
her generosity of spirit. I was also fortunate
to be joined by a selector who is also of
the traditionalist integrity so I was not the
only person present not to receive.
After breakfast I had my second interview,
which was with the Vocation advisor. The
interview probed why I thought I had a
vocation and why I thought it was to the
Priesthood in the CofE. I had to
demonstrate that my sense of calling is
obedient, realistic and informed. I always
find it difficult to talk about vocation but I
ultimately think that if it is God’s will then it
will happen and, if not, God has something
else in store! The selector was very good
and I feel was able to bring the best
responses out of me.
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Between interviews I made some final

My final interview was with the Pastoral
Selector. He asked me questions about my
suitability to deal with and respond to
pastoral situations. It was by far the most
difficult of the interviews for me. The
selector also asked soul searching
questions about my character and ability to
deal with the demanding life of a parish
priest. I was glad that I had been tested but
I was also relieved to leave the interview
rooms and hand over the situation to God
knowing that I could do no more!

I decided against returning to university
immediately and went home to see Mum
and friends and enjoy some good
Northern food (what more could a man
want?). The following day I went to see a
priest-friend to debrief and then I returned
to Lampeter.
Ten days later in a fish and chip shop in the
small fishing village of Aberaeron , West
Wales my mobile phone lit up the ominous
letters ‘DDO.’ The news was that I had
been recommended for training and that
the Bishop of Liverpool
had agreed with that
recommendation. I will
now proceed to St.
Stephen’s House in
September for two years
of formation and will, God
willing, will be ordained
Deacon in two years and
priest in three.

The final session was most cordial with the
panel secretary and the advisors wishing
us all the very best for our futures. The

Mission team at Grimethorpe

Please pray for me, the
Diocese of Liverpool,
St. Luke’s, Southport ,
St. Stephen’s House, Oxford and the
repose of the soul of John Naylor.

Panel Secretary, Kevin
Diamond, was especially warm and
encouraged each of us to debrief to
somebody as soon as we got home. After
closing worship and coffee we said our
good-byes and departed to our respective
homes.

I hope to write again soon and inform you
of my progress.
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D AY 3 : The final day was my busiest
because I had two of my three interviews
on my last day. To begin with there was a
celebration in the Chapel. The second
celebrant was a Woman Priest from the
Manchester diocese and, as I am in
conscience opposed to the ordination of
Women, I knew that I would not be able
to receive or join in with the Eucharistic
prayer. I spoke to the Selector in advance
and I was very impressed with her
graciousness. She understood where I was

The BAP really was a great experience
and, although it took a lot out of the
candidates, I left thinking that I was pleased
to offer myself in a Church which still takes
vocation seriously! Whatever the outcome
I was pleased with my experience and
contribution to the Panel.
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So what is a Priest?
Petertide and the Feast of Ss Peter and Paul is
that time of year when our prayers and our
thoughts turn towards those who are to be
ordained. It is that time of year also when we
are encouraged to pray for vocations to the
priesthood. But if we are to support and
encourage priestly vocations, and if we are to
uphold new priests in our prayers for the
enormous task that is to be entrusted to them
by God through the grace of ordination, then
I guess it is really important that we think first
about what this task is. What is a priest?

forgiveness of their sins. With all God’s
people, they are to tell the story of God’s
love. They are to baptise new disciples in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit, and to walk with them in the
way of Christ, nurturing them in the faith.
They are to unfold the Scriptures, to preach
the word in season and out of season, and to
declare the mighty acts of God. They are to
preside at the Lord’s table and lead his
people in worship, offering with them a
spiritual sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
They are to bless the people in God’s name.
They are to resist evil, support the weak,
defend the poor, and intercede for all in
need. They are to minister to the
sick and prepare the
dying for their
death. Guided by
the Spirit, they are
to discern and foster
the gifts of all God’s
people, that the
whole Church may be
built up in unity and
faith.”
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But that still doesn’t leave
us any clearer as to what a priest is. Sure, all
of that stuff from the ordinal describes some
of the things that a priest might do. But what
does it mean to b e a priest? What is a priest?
A priest is one who stands in persona Christi,
‘in the person of Christ’. Christ is the source
of all priesthood, and by reason of the
sacerdotal ordination that they have

who acts and effects the sacraments through
the ordained minister. But through the
sacrament of holy orders, as willed by God
through his Church, and the change that
ordination effects upon the very being of the
candidate so that their very being is endowed
with an indelible, sacramental character and
grace, priests are called out from among the
faithful to be consecrated to Christ as the
ones who act in the person of his headship.
As I said a little earlier, none more so does
the priest make Christ present, then when
he celebrates the Eucharist. Through the
sacramental action of the priest at the altar
on behalf of the faithful, the Eucharistic
Sacrifice of the Church renders present the
Sacrifice of Christ upon Calvary. There at the
altar, by acting in the person of Christ, and in
following Christ’s command to take the
bread and the wine in memory of him,
Christ is made supremely present. We do
not re-sacrifice Christ, for Christ gave himself
up once for the sins of all. But we do represent that sacrifice. And we re-present it as
an offering of our prayer. In which heaven
and earth, in which all time and space, and in
which Christ and his Church, are united.

Of course, priesthood in itself is not confined
merely to the ordained and the whole
Church is a priestly people. It is through our
baptism that all the faithful share in the
priesthood of Christ. But the ministerial
priesthood differs in its very essence from the
priesthood of all believers, because it confers
a sacred power and authority for the service
of all the faithful. It is the unique task to serve
in the person of Christ the head.
That doesn’t mean that priests are more
important than anybody else, as though
there was some kind of hierarchy or rank.
And it doesn’t mean that priests are above
everybody else, for this is not their calling.
For their calling is one of service. Neither
does it mean that priests are preserved in
some way from human weakness and sin.
This is why when a priest gives the
absolution during a confession, he asks the
penitent to pray for him, for he is a sinner
also. It is for this reason too that the Church
teaches that even the sins of the priest
cannot impede the fruit of the grace which is
conveyed by the sacraments, since it is Christ

Do pray for vocations to the priesthood and
all those to be ordained this Petertide. Why
not also see if you can support priestly
vocations by giving to the Additional Curates
Society. Visit
http://www.additionalcurates.co.uk to find
out more.

by Fr Christopher Kinch SSC
Team Vicar at the Swindon Team Ministry
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Well, we could of course start by looking at
the ordinal, at the
declarations that we hear
at the ordination service.
There we hear that
“priests are called to be
servants and shepherds
among the people to
whom they are sent.
With their Bishop and
fellow ministers, they
are to proclaim the
word of the Lord
and to watch for the signs of
God’s new creation. They are to be
messengers, watchmen and stewards of the
Lord; they are to teach and to admonish, to
feed and provide for his family, to search for
his children in the wilderness of this world’s
temptations, and to guide them through its
confusions, that they may be saved through
Christ for ever. Formed by the word, they
are to call their hearers to repentance and to
declare in Christ’s name the absolution and

received, Christ gives to a priest the authority
to act in the power and the place of the
person of Christ himself. ‘Virtute ac persona
ipsius Christi’ as the original Latin texts put it.
Although a priest does this principally when
he celebrates the Eucharist, a priest is called
to make Christ present during every
moment of his life. And as one who acts in
the name of the whole Church, a priest is a
sign of the Church Catholic. Through the
ordained ministry of the priesthood, the
presence of Christ as head of the Church is
made visible in the midst of the community
of the faithful.
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A Message from the
General Secretary

Macon, Paray-le-Monial
and Ars

by Fr Darren Smith

Sunday 18th – Thursday 22nd July 2010
Led by Fr Darren Smith

Earlier this year I was
delighted to receive a visit
from Father Stephen
Robson, a monk from
Saint Anne’s Monastery in
York, who presented me
with an authenticated relic
of the Curé d’Ars, Saint
John Vianney. The Curé
d’Ars is for me, and for
many parish clergy, both a
role model and an
inspiration, for he was a
man with a tremendous
Fr Stephen Robson
sense of vocation, who
overcame incredible obstacles such as his
lack of formal schooling in order to
respond to our Lord’s call to priesthood.
Sent to a small and fairly obscure place in
France, Ars, where the Bishop thought that
this man couldn’t do any real harm, John
did a tremendous amount of good and
was soon renowned throughout the land
for his love of God and his people. Folk
quite literally flocked to hear John’s
preaching and to receive God’s forgiveness
through his work as a confessor.
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I hope many of you will join
this official ACS pilgrimage to
Ars where in that most holy
place surrounded by the
artefacts of that most holy
priest we can fervently offer
our prayers to God that he
will continue to send faithful
priests like John Vianney to
our Church.

Saint John Vianney

In September 1873,
The Duke of Norfolk
led 500 pilgrims on
the first Catholic
Pilgrimage to leave
England since the
Reformation. They
started their journey
from Victoria Station
and travelled via
Dover and Calais to
Paray-Le-Monial in
France. Today we are able to recreate this
experience but in less than half the time,
flying from London to Lyon and onward by
road to the charming town of Macon in
the Burgundy region of France. During our
stay here, two full-day pilgrimages will be
made, the first to Ars, the village parish of
St. John Vianney, The Curé D’Ars, and the
second, to Paray-Le-Monial, where St.
Margaret Mary Alacoque received her
revelations from Our Lord to promote the
devotion to his Sacred Heart.

for dinner and a four
night stay.
Monday 19th July
Paray-Le-Monial
Today we travel by
coach to Paray-LeMonial (about 60
miles). It was in the
convent here between
1673 and 1675 that one
of the Visitation nuns, St
Mary Alacoque, received
her revelations from Our Lord to promote
the devotion to His Sacred Heart. St
Margaret Mary passed on these revelations
to her spiritual director, the young Jesuit, St
Claude de la Colombière. He in turn was
chaplain in the household of the future
English king, James II, so devotion to the
Sacred Heart was first preached in
England. We attend Holy Mass either in
the Superb Romanesque Basilica, or at the
tomb of St. Margaret Mary in the
apparition Chapel of the Visitation
Convent. We also have a tour of the sites
associated with St. Margaret Mary
Alacoque and St Claude La Colombiere.
Lunch is included in a local restaurant and
there will be some free time in the town

Sunday 18th July
London - Lyon - Macon
Morning flight from London Stansted to
Lyon. Transfer by coach to Macon, where
we check into our centrally-located hotel
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I am delighted to announce an ACS
Pilgrimage to Ars. Pope Benedict said
“thinking of priests in love with the Eucharist

we cannot forget Saint John
Mary Vianney, the humble
parish priest of Ars.”
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whose own devotion to the
Sacred Heart was manifest in
the love he showed his people.
Here we will have Mass at the
tomb of St Jean-Marie Vianney
and then a tour of the places
associated with the Curé of Ars.
Whilst in Ars we will have lunch
together in a local restaurant.
After lunch we drive to
Villefranche-Sur-Saone, the capital
of the Beaujolais region. After a
stop here we will visit a nearby
chateau at Montmelas-St-Sorlin,
which is a popular producer of Beaujolais
Villages. There will be the opportunity to
taste and purchase the local vintage here.
This evening dinner is at our hotel in
Macon.

before
returning to Macon in the early evening.
Dinner will be in our hotel tonight.
Tuesday 20th July
Macon
We spend today at leisure in Macon, a
bustling town on the banks of the river
Saone, and bordered by vineyards. During
the day a visit to the Ursuline museum
(Musee Des Ursulines), housed in a
seventeenth-century Ursuline convent, is a
must, containing some wonderful medieval
art. The 19th century Cathedral
replaced its medieval predecessor, of
which only ruins remain. Opposite
the cathedral is the hotel Dieu,
originally a charity hospital served by
the Sisters of St. Martha. Lunch is at
choice today and dinner will be in
our hotel.

Thursday 22nd July
Macon - Lyon - London
Transfer by coach to Lyon, for our return
flight to London Stansted.

Terms of Payment:
Deposit of £120 per person on booking
(plus the insurance premium if the cover
we offer is required). Cheques made
payable to PAX TRAVEL. Final payment
due two months before the departure date.

Price: £569
This trip includes:
● Return scheduled flights:
● London Stansted - Lyon - London
Stansted
● UK and France airport taxes.
● 20kg luggage allowance plus 10kg hand
luggage per person.
● 4-nights accommodation in the Hotel
de Bourgogne (or similar) in Macon,
shared twin or double-bedded rooms
with private facilities.
● Continental breakfast, 2 lunches and 4
dinners.
● Local guides and entrances where
appropriate to the itinerary.
● All touring and transfers by airconditioned coach as per the itinerary.
● Religious services.
● ATOL and AITO 100% financial
protection.

The above price is guaranteed until 27th
November 2009 when we will require the
deposit of £120 per person plus a
completed booking form, any bookings
received after this date may be subject
to a surcharge.

Please contact Fr Darren Smith on
0121 382 5533 or
fr.smith@additionalcurates.co.uk
for more information or send your
deposits to us at:
Gordon Browning House
8 Spitfire Road,
Birmingham B24 9PB

Extras:
● Travel insurance at £23, unless insured
elsewhere.
● Single room supplement at £80, for the
4 nights (Limited number of single
rooms available).
● Meals apart from those in the itinerary,
drinks and souvenirs.
● UK transfers.
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Wednesday 21st July
Ars
Today we have an excursion to Ars.
Ars is the village parish of the
famous Curé, St Jean-Marie Vianney,
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What’s NEW at the ACS

All prices include post & packaging

available to order online at www.additionalcurates.co.uk
1) Rosa Mystica Incense
The exquisite Rosa Mystica Incense made exclusively at Alton
Abbey, blended aromatic guns from subtropical regions with
nine essential flower oils from around the world in a 350gram
box - without any doubt the most beautiful of all incense.
£26.30

6) Eucharistic Minister
Pectoral Cross
In a gold plate with a circular
Eucharistic Minister emblem,
complete with black hanging
cord. Certificate reading “In
appreciation of the service to
the Lord presented to .......date
and by” Gift Boxed. £4.99

7) Altar Server Pectoral Cross
In a gold plate with circular
Altar Service emblem,
complete with black hanging
cord. Certificate reading “In
appreciation of the service to
the Lord presented to .......date
and by” Gift Boxed. £4.99

Order Form
8) Our Lord Plate
8" Porcelain Icon
plate exquisitely
decorated with an
image of ‘Our
Lord’ supplied
with both a wall
hanging hook and
a plate stand.

2) Three Kings Large Tablets
Three Kings large tablets approx. one hour burning time in
sealed rolls of ten total 10 rolls 100 tablets. £10.99

3) Jar of 1200 People’s Wafers
Sealed edged. £14.95
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5) Priests Wafers
Sealed edged. Pack of 50 £6.00
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£26.30 each
£10.99 .each
£14.95 each
£4.00 each
£6.00 each
£4.99 each
£4.99 each
£5.99 each
£5.99 each

Name....................................................................................................

9) Our Lady Plate
8" Porcelain Icon plate exquisitely decorated with an image
of ‘Our Lady of Perpetual Succour’ supplied with both a wall
hanging hook and a
plate stand.
Both plates
sinuglarly boxed
and blessed by
the General
Secretary.

Address ................................................................................................
............................................................................................................

✂

4) Jar of 250 People’s Wafers
Sealed edged. £4.00
(not shown)

1) Rosa Mystica Incense
2) Three Kings Charcoal Tablets
3) Jar of People’s Wafers (1200)
4) Jar of People’s Wafers (250)
5) Priests Wafers (50)
6) Eucharistic Minister Cross
7) Altar Server Pectoral Cross
8) Our Lord Plate
9) Our Lady Plate

..................................................Post Code............................................
Email....................................................................................................
Tel No ..................................................................................................
Please make cheques payable to: “Additional Curates Society” and return to:
Additional Curates Society, Gordon Browning House
8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
Please state whether these are a gift and require a gift tag sent directly to the
recipient on a separate sheet, marking your own personal greeting that will
accompany the gift and the certificate which states that these items have been
blessed by the General Secretary in the Chapel at Gordon Browning House.
Or order online: www.additionalcurates.co.uk

St Mary-in-the-Baum,
Rochdale
by Fr Ian Kay
The Parish
St Mary’s is a small parish geographically
situated in the centre of Rochdale; it is
however to a great extent cut off from the
main pedestrian areas and many people do
not even know it exists! There is little
residential property in the parish: what there
is has a rather itinerant population. Rochdale
is one of the most socially deprived towns in
England.

of the church now made
redundant, the vicar being
incumbent of both parishes. Some three
years ago he retired and I became Associate
Priest in charge of St Mary’s having the
previous year been made redundant from
my full-time secular employment. Since then,
due to my age and my very specialized skills,
I have been unable to find any paid work and
receive state benefits. I have never had any
financial help from the Diocese and the
parish gives me a little towards my travelling
expenses.

I am also responsible for the adjacent parish
whose church has been declared redundant.
Again, this is a small parish, largely residential
but with an estimated 80% Muslim
population.

The Church
Founded in 1742 St Mary’s was completely
rebuilt in 1911 by Sir Ninian Comper and
together with all its furnishings is the only
complete Comper church in the North of
England, and of course, a listed building. It
seats 170.

Our congregation (average Sunday
attendance is 36) is almost all elderly and
virtually no one lives in the parish.
I have been a NS priest for 20 years and
have for the last 15 been de facto in charge

For a number of years all the energies and
finances have been focussed on the large
scale and extensive renovation work which is
now nearly completed.
Sundays
We have Choral Eucharist every Sunday
using a ‘local form’ of the BCP/English Missal.
Evensong is roughly once a month. I take all
the services and preach and have not had a
Sunday off for many years.
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Successes
The main success is simply to have been able
to keep eucharistic worship going for the last
three years; without me this would have
been impossible. I am also pleased that
numbers have actually grown and I recently
baptized a young adult who had started to
come regularly with her grandmother.

There are various social activities throughout
the year.
Recent Changes & Needs
Now the other parish has officially been
made redundant, the plan to unite St Mary’s
and St Edmund’s with the ancient parish
church of Rochdale as a united benefice can
go ahead. Because we have bee waiting for
this for almost three years, everything seems
to have been like treading water for this time.
The vicar of Rochdale is to retire later this
year and the need for a new Vicar is
desperate though I think it is unlikely there
will be rush to apply as the old parish church
also has many
problems of a
similar nature to
our own.

We have also had a Christian Asian family
with us for the last three years who are a
great asset to the parish. They are asylum
seekers (for religious reasons) and I have
worked together with the local MP and the
Bishop in supporting their case. I had the
privilege of bringing their two teenage
children to confirmation two years ago.

We had been
promised a
Town Centre
Chaplain last
year to help with
outreach but this
has now been
cancelled; a plan
which I was
never even
informed about.
Although the
Diocesan Bishop
is very
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Weekdays
There is a said Mass every Wednesday

appreciative of what we do here, the
Archdeacon and Area Dean are not exactly
supportive. (They are both women, but
whether this has anything to do with it I
cannot say)

(average congregation 14). There is a lunchtime concert once a week and a Saturday
evening concert once a month. These are of
professional standard and are run by an
independent trust, but of course the church
has close ties and the income is very
welcome.
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Give a Little Change a Lot

GIFT AID DECLARATION
I desire that the Additional Curates Society treats all donations that I have made since the
6th April 2000 and all donations I make from the date of this declaration as a Gift Aid
Donation until I notify the Society otherwise.

We would like to invite all our
readership to consider joining our
regular giving initiative that does as the
label says, “Make a considerable
difference” by donating a fairly small and
insignificant amount. Yes for just £1 per
week (£4 a month) you can help the
ACS resource our Church and ensure
the much-needed ministry of priests not
only for today but also for the future.

I confirm that I am a UK tax payer and that my tax bill will always be more than or equal to
the amount of tax that the Additional Curates Society will be able to reclaim in the relevant
tax years.

the toughest parishes in England and
Wales. By committing yourself to just £1
per week we can make some real radical
changes in the society that we live. So
please join our scheme by filling in the
enclosed form and returning it to us
here at the Additional Curates Society,
Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire
Road, Birmingham B24 9PB or
alternatively by logging on to our
website www.additionalcurates.co.uk
and clicking n the donations section
where donations can be made using
your credit or debit card.
See forms on page 17.

We at the ACS are in the business of
transforming lives by praying for
vocations, encouraging vocations and
paying for priests who work in some of

LEGACIES
Have you considered supporting the work of the Church through the ACS after your death.
The money received from legacies is the life blood of the Society, helping to put priests in
parishes, supporting the Church for many years to come.
If you would like to make a bequest to the ACS please use the following form of wording
in your Last Will and Testament.
“I give and bequeath to the Additional Curates Society and its work
care of the General Secretary
Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB

Name ................................................................................................................................
Address ..............................................................................................................................
....................................................................................Post Code ......................................
Signed ................................................................................Dated ......................................
Parish ..............................................................................Diocese ......................................

BANKER’S ORDER (please use capital letters)
To (Name & Address of your own Bank) ............................................................................................
............................................................................Postcode ..............................................................
PLEASE PAY:
Bank of Scotland, 55 Temple Row, Birmingham B2 5LS Your Bank Account No:
Bank Sort Code: 12-05-65 • Account No: 06074410
....................................................................
for the credit of the Additional Curates Society
The sum of £ ........................(amount in figures)
(amount in words) ............................................................................................................................
on ....................................................................and thereafter on the same day of each month/year
for ....................................................................years/or until I cancel it in writing.
Signature ..........................................................Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Revd/etc) ................................

the sum of £_______________________________
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(Instead of naming any particular amount of money you can express a wish that a certain
fraction of your estate should be applied to the work of the ACS)
(free from all death or legal duties), to be applied for the purpose of the work of the
Additional Curates Society, and I declare that the receipt of the General Secretary for the
time being of the Additional Curates Society shall be sufficient discharge to my executors
of the same.”
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Address ..............................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................Postcode ......................................................
IMPORTANT
If you are signing a Gift Aid Declaration and wish to pay by Banker’s Order,
please complete the above and return to:
ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY, Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
Thank you for supporting the work of ACS

Riding the
Lights!!
Well after months almost a year of intense
preparation, muscles were toned and ready
to embark on the journey of a lifetime. With
quite literally hundreds, no thousands,
of others the
General
Secretary of
the ACS
flanked by
Bob Milner, Fr
Graham and
Ben Piper and
other members
of Saint
Christopher’s
embarked upon
the sponsored
Bike Ride.
This picture shows
Father beginning by praying, he certainly
needed divine intervention for it was over 20
years ago!!! that he really last sat on a bicycle
seat.

last
minute emergency
training session on one of the many static
bikes, Father
Darren finally set
off on the start
line in fear and
trepidation.
How grateful
he was for
the
anonymous
donor who
sent him a
special pair
of cycle
pants
with
padding
in all those
delicate places
that were
bound to feel
the strain.
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Thank you to those who gave and
sponsored him. There is still chance now for
you to add your name to the list of all those
who have already committed themselves to
sponsorship. Just send your sponsorship
money to the ACS offices.

Name____________________________________
Address __________________________________
________________________________________
_____________Post code __________________
I confirm that I am a UK tax payer and my tax bill will
always be more than or equal to the amount of tax
that the Additional Curates Society will be able to
■
reclaim in the relevant tax years.
Signature _________________________________

would be
miles better
off, due to
the
generosity
of so
many
people.

Thanks to all at Saint
Christopher’s for all their support
and fuull pictures can be viewed
on our website.
www.additionalcurates.co.uk
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What with chance for a
last minute shopping,
purchasing some of those
essentials that Blackpool is
well known for (rock, funny
hats, bucket and spade),
supported by coach loads of
people from Birmingham
International, with time for a

And
yes! He did stay on
and complete the course. With other
members of the congregation at Saint
Christopher’s in Blackpool was able to
celebrate
that not only
was he all
the better
for having
done this
fantastic,
healthy
ride, but
also the
fact
that
the
ACS
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The Apprentice …
a Priest in Training
by Fr Matthew Pittam
I began training for the sacred ministry in
September 2007. My training has taken an
unusual form and works rather like an
apprenticeship. From the beginning of this
training I was licensed as a lay minister in the
parish of All Saint and Holy Trinity
Leamington Spa and I also attended St John’s
College Nottingham for residential blocks
during the year. The course is designed for
people who have already studied theology
and is known as Mixed Mode Training.
During my training, I receive 2/3 of a curates
stipend.

‘pubbers and clubbers’. Following obtaining
substantial grants from the Town Council and
other churches and organisations NightLight
began in March 2008. This involves running a
street café from 11:30pm – 4am every
weekend evening, offering free hot drinks to
all those leaving the clubs at the end of the
night. We have a portable cabin from which
we serve drinks and there is seating, lighting
and heating which we set up on the area
outside the church. On an average night we
can make contact with 150-200 people,
most of whom are under 30. Many come
back week after week and we have
developed relationships with many people
who would never normally have had contact
with the church. We have also developed a
ministry to the Doormen at the various
nightclubs and also to the local businesses,
which open late into the night. The police
have commented that the area feels much
safer at night and there have been less
reported incidents of violence as a
consequence of our presence and ministry.
Planning is now underway to develop a
chaplaincy to one of the largest nightclubs in
the town.
In addition to parish work I have to study at
St Johns College. In the first two years this
involved attended for two five week blocks
each year which was not always easy as I
have to leave my family at home during this
periods. This training also continues for two

Throughout my time in the parish I have
undertaken a wide variety of work including
taking funerals, baptism visits, preaching,
school visits, home communions, parish
visiting, children’s work as well as leading no
eucharistic worship, such as Choral Evensong
each week. I have also led a retreat and run
the lent courses for both parishes.
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The other part of my work involves
Nighttime ministry. Leamington has a very
busy nighttime scene as many hundreds of
young people come to Leamington to visit
the pubs and Nightclubs. The area around All
Saints Church is very violent at night and the
effects of binge drinking and antisocial
behaviour are all too obvious. When I
arrived I had the responsibility of setting up
and coordinating a nighttime ministry to
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years after ordination although the time
in college reduces after the second year.
When at college I take part in the daily
round of worship as well as completing
the academic work. St Johns is not of my
tradition, which has at times been
challenging but I have also been able to
share some of the riches of the Catholic
faith with my fellow students.
This form of training has many positive
aspects and it is good to be rooted in the
life of a parish from day one. I also
recognise that I have missed some of the
opportunities for formation that full time
training can offer. Mixed Mode training is
developing and is likely to be more
common in the years to come and there
is now no longer one way of training in
the Church of England. The challenge for
catholics is to embrace the more flexible
approaches to training whist at the same
time bringing the richness of the catholic
faith to bear upon these new forms.
I was ordained Deacon at Petertide this
year and in October I will move to the
Parish of St Lukes Holbrooks, with Fr Kit
Dunkley where I will continue my
training for a period of time and I look
forward to this next phase in my
journey.
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ADVERTISEMENT
NEW FROM CONTINUUM

Between Heaven and
Charing Cross by Martin Warner
Based on the vesting prayers used by the
celebrant at the Eucharist, this is an account of
the adventure of Christian faith for all people.

Paperback
Price: £9.99
Paperback
ISBN 9781847065384
Price
ISBN£9.99
9781847065384

Between Heaven and Charing Cross recovers confidence
in the modern world as the place to explore the
unchanging presence of God. How does this help
us to begin thinking about prayer, worship and God?
What do we mean by spirituality? Hands, mind,
fashion, commitment, and celebration are
offered as themes that suggest some answers.

Available from all good bookshops and online retailers including www.continuumbooks.com

he presents a thesis built of image upon
image drawn from his wide exposure to
art, music, theatre, literature, and a mind
keenly able to reflect on experiences from
childhood, through UPA parish, to his
present ministry at the baroque pile
situated on the other side of the Thames
from the Tate Modern.

Book Review
by Fr Ron Farrell
.A new book from Martin Warner,
Treasurer of Saint Paul’s Cathedral in
London (and member of the Council of
the Additional Curates Society), deserves
careful consideration. And as a mere
‘jobbing priest and preacher,’ reading it
explains all too well why he is at Saint
Paul’s Cathedral and I am not!

Here Ignatius of Antioch and Jurgen
Moltmann rub shoulders with Mary
Poppins and Robert Frost as he explores
the implications of what it means for Christ
to have been ‘clothed in skin’ at his
incarnation, and for us of rejoicing that we
are embodied beings. As the blurb on the
back of the book says, “The universal
aspect of the vesting prayers is applied
throughout this account – for finally we are
all to be clothed by God with the glory of
the resurrection.”
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And in another place he makes the
important point that “vestments are not in
themselves sacred or essential, nor do
they imply that those who wear them are
more important than others. They are a
reminder to the ordained of the burden of
service they carry and that humility, the
Lord’s own example, is the only way to
carry the burden joyfully and with
authenticity.” He makes a similar point,
quoting Augustine: “make sure that your
life sings the same tune as your mouth.”

And noting that “the simplicity of Tate
Modern has a nobility that is not
undermined by the baroque splendour of
St Paul’s Cathedral on the opposite side of
London’s Millennium Bridge,” to those of
us who have lived gladly with the ‘noble
simplicity’ of the revised rites of Mass these

ADVERTISEMENT

Community of the Holy Cross
Help us build the new
Convent at Highfields

BE A BRICK AND
BUY A BRICK FOR
HOLY CROSS

The Community of the Holy Cross at
Rempstone is moving to the next village,
Costock, sometime in the next two years.

£10

We are building a new Convent with green
technology and a traditional monastic layout
to help us live our Benedictine life to the
full. As at Tempstone, there will be a gust
house to enable viitors to share in our
worship, to deepen their spirituality and to
to enjoy the beauty of cretion in the
grounds and countryside at Highfields.

TO MAKE A DONATION TO THE
BULDING FUND AND HAVE YOUR
NAME ON A BRICK CONTACT:
The Revd Mother
Holy Cross Convent
Ashby Road, Rempstone
Loughborough LE12 6RG
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Built around the ‘vesting prayers’ that
once were required to be said as the
priest assumed the sacred vestments in
which to celebrate Mass (the demise of
which Fr Warner clearly regrets; actually
they have remained in print on a
laminated card still available from ACS),

past decades, as well as to our newly
birettaed and manipled colleagues, Fr
Warner offers a challenge that we get right
the liturgical balance “between mystery
and mystification, or between simplicity
and superficiality”.

There is a very beautiful and vivid
‘meditation’ on death that combines
theology, psychology and poetry in a way
that resonates well with my own
experience (as one who has always
conducted a significant number of funerals)
of sitting with the bereaved and trying to
make some sense of the absence known
and felt that nonetheless cannot allow
memory or continuity of relationship to be
sacrificed.
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ACS Headline News … …
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Fr David
Sherwood, Fr
David Nicholson,
Fr Lawson Nagel,
Fr Harbord, Fr
Robin Pettitt and
Bishop Andrew of
Ebbsfleet who
celebrated their
Fr David Sherwood
Twenty-Fifth
Anniversary of
Ordination and to
Bishop Martyn of
Beverley who
celebrated his
Fortieth
Anniversary of
Ordination
together with Fr
Colin Furness.

parishes. Keep it up. Alan Edwards,
Bookshop, Whitstable.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY Margaret
Hodgkins and thank you for
inviting your friends to make
donations to the ACS in place of
birthday gifts. What do you give the 80 year
old who has everything?
THANK YOU to Fr Hearn who reads the
new look Good News with great interest and
thanksgiving to God and to the generous gift
you sent in celebration of 66 years of
priesthood.
A BIG THANK YOU to Margaret Birt who
has been an ACS Parish Secretary for over
fifty years and has decided to retire. Margaret
worships at Christ the Saviour, Ealing in
London. The Society relies on the work of its
parish secretaries, so thank very much
Margaret for your tireless work in
encouraging the work of ACS over all these
years.

Fr David Nicholson

WELL DONE to Fr Bruce Carlin for thirty
years of ordination and for your continued
support of the Society with your regular gifts
on your ordination anniversary.

THANKS to Amanda Lucas for
her gift to the Society, raised by
cutting friends and clergy hair in
Birmingham.
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SPECIAL COLLECTION at S Thomas of
Canterbury and S Richard of Chichester was
taken after Fr Darren visited them and the
Society received £422.56. Thank you very
much.

she left the Society in her will. May she rest
in peace.
EXCELLENT WORK ACS for the
production of the Funeral cards for Fr
Melrose in your normal professional manner
thus taking the pressure off us who had to
make all the other arrangements.

WELL DONE Fr Denis Sweetman on fortyfive years of ordination to the priesthood and
thank you for your most generous gift.

GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY. Thank you Fr
Malcolm Peach for your
generous donation, in
thanksgiving for the many
blessings that you received.

QUIZ SHEETS. Well done Swinton &
Pendlebury and thank you Susan Mottram for
the gift raised from the quiz.
THANK YOU to the friends of Fr Michael
Melrose for the donation we received in his
memory. May he rest in peace.

THANK YOU to those parishes who have
responded to our plea for more up-to-date
information for our database. We now wish
to improve our systems even further and
would be grateful if you could continue to

THANK YOU to the family of the late Mrs
Mary Gould for the most generous legacy
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ADVERTISEMENT

A residential community of retired Anglican clergy. Married couples
are very welcome, as are those who have been widowed. Admission
is also open to licensed Church Workers and Readers. There are
facilities for visitors and guests; occasional quiet days and retreats.
•
•
•
•
•

All Cloister flats have sitting rooms, bedrooms and en suite facilities
Two Chapels; daily Mass and Evensong
Three Libraries; Snooker Room; 9 hole Putting Green
Well equipped Common Room and Refectory
The Nursing Wing offers both residential and full nursing care

For further details or to arrange a preliminary visit please contact:
Fr Howard Such, Warden, The College of St Barnabas,
Blackberry Lane, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6NJ
Tel. 01342 870260
Website: www.st-barnabas.org.uk
Email: warden@collegeofstbarnabas.com
Patrons: The Archbishops of Canterbury, York and Wales; Lord Carey of Clifton;
Lord Pilkington of Oxenford; The Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey; Mr Peter Ainsworth MP
Dame Judi Dench
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CONGRATULATIONS on your last issue of
Good News it was so positive. ‘Passionate
about Priesthood’ lies well in the North East
where our slogan is about ‘Passionate People
and Passionate Places’, and we need a
Church that is passionate too. Thank you for
all you are doing. +Mark Jarrow. Also in
your last issue of the magazine it is good to
see the emphasis upon the work in the

SPECIAL THOUGHTS to Mrs Thornsby
who sent us £50 collected by her late
mother for the Society in one of our boxes,
she was a parishioner of S Catherine of
Siena, Sheffield.
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The all-new ACS
Holding Cross
On a recent visit to a local hospice we were
very struck by the fact that many of the
patients were given by the chaplaincy one of
these specially ergonomically designed
crosses that fits snugly in the hand, perfectly
smooth and rounded on every corner, in
order to offer maximum comfort and
support to those facing the terrible trauma of
terminal illness.

ADVERTISEMENT

faith. The ACS
Holding Cross comes in a gift
box and can be sent direct from us on your
behalf to a friend as a gift complete with an
inscription telling them who it is from or can
be ordered from us for your own benefit. It
is one of those things that even those with
little or no faith can draw comfort from as
well as committed Christians. It is
approximately 120mm by 70mm and priced
at just £5.99, which includes postage and
packaging, it means that you can order one
for yourself and one for a friend. So why not
give a gift that can make a difference, the allnew ACS Wooden Holding Cross.

We at the ACS have had a holding cross
made for us as not only to the terminally ill
need the assurance and the comfort that the
Cross can bring, but surely all Christians can
benefit from this most beautiful symbol of

LUZAR VESTMENTS

ADVERTISEMENT

Suppliers of Vestments and Ecclesiastical items including:

* New embroidered & braided Vestments in many styles & designs, from £150

* Large selection of Second-hand & antique Vestments in many different styles
* Albs, Cottas, Copes, Stoles, Dalmatics, Birettas
* Ecclesiastical Plate & Church Brass, New, Second-hand & Antique, and more

Ref RL258 Latin Low Mass
Set. 5 pieces. Price £595.

Luzar Vestments
37 Fallowfields Bicester
Oxfordshire OX26 6QT

Phone: 01869 327535
Fax: 01869 322680

E: richard@luzarvestments.co.uk
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www.luzarvestments.co.uk
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Ref GL006 Gothic Low Mass
Set 5 pieces. Price £375.

