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LEGACIES
Have
you considered
supporting the work of the Church through
Wax
candles,
votive lights,
the ACS after your death?
grave lights, altar breads,
The money
received
from gifts in wills is the life blood of the Society, helping to
wine,
incense,
charcoal,
put priests in parishes, supporting the Church for many years to come.
all keenly priced like a
If youknown
would like
to make a bequest to the ACS please use the following form of
well
retailer.
wording in your Last Will and Testament.
We are never knowingly
“I give and bequeath to the Additional Curates Society and its work care of the
under
Generalsold.
Secretary, 16 Commercial Street, Birmingham B1 1RS
the sum of £_______________________________
(Instead of naming any particular amount of money you can express a wish that a
certain fraction of your estate should be applied to the work of the ACS) (free from all
death or legal duties), to be applied for the purpose of the work of the Additional Curates
Society, and I declare that the receipt of the General Secretary for the time being of the
Additional Curates Society shall be sufficient discharge to my executors of the same.”
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ALMIGHTY GOD GIVE US PRIESTS
In 1887 the Additional Curates Society was
formed by Joshua Watson with the simple task
of resourcing the church’s ministry and for 183
years that is exactly what we have attempted
to do. Put succinctly you could say we provide
priests for parishes and this not only through
the payment of grants to individual parishes,
which enables ministry to exist, but also with
our vocational work which consists of parish
placements, vocation conferences, and the
commissioning of exciting material that will
foster vocations at parish level.
For as long as I can remember the society’s
prayer which begins “Almighty God give us
priests”, has been reproduced and given out as
an encouragement to not only pray for
vocations, but also to remind us what the
purpose of a priest is. In many ways you can
say that the ACS Prayer does what it says on
the tin; it celebrates and prays for priestly
vocations which reminds us of what a priest
does for us.
In the Scriptures Matthew 9:37 Jesus told his
disciples “that the harvest is rich, but the
labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the
harvest to provide labourers”. My usual
mantra is vocations begin with God, not with
our need. During this pandemic we have
seen, like all churches and businesses, a huge
reduction in our income. This will have
serious implications on our ability to pay for
priests, and so I do need to urge everyone of
you to consider making a generous, or more
generous, financials contribution to the Society.
Details of how to do so can be found on the
back page, together with a Banker’s Order and
Gift Aid Certificate. But as essential as your
financial contribution is, as importantly is also
your prayerful support, and that is why I would

urge every reader of Good News to also join
us in praying for priests.
It struck me that the ACS Prayer, as well as
asking the Almighty for more priests, also
reminds us why we want these clergy, and so I
have asked some of those who receive grants
from us to take as their inspiration a line from
the prayer and use that to reflect on their own
particular ministry. I hope this will not only
give you an insight as to what your money is
going towards, but also an idea of what each
line of that prayer really means in practice.
Over the next few pages in this and in the next
edition of Good News magazine we will hear
from different voices on the different aspects
and emphasis of their ministry. Never forget
to pray with me “Almighty God give us priests”.
With my prayers and best wishes.

Fr Darren Smith
3
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‘To establish the honour of
your holy name’
Fr Tom Bates-Bourne
When Jacob wrestled with
the mysterious figure by
the Jabbok it was his name
that he sought. When
Moses went aside from his
way to marvel at the
burning bush it was God’s
name that was revealed to
him. When Jesus calmed
the storm on the Sea of
Galilee it was his frightened
disciples who dared to
wonder ‘who is this that
even the winds and waves
obey him?’
‘To establish the honour of
[God’s] holy name’ is the
element of priestly character we have
been asked to reflect upon this year. A
name is a powerful thing because it
enables the person to whom that name
belongs to be known. It enables us to
have a relationship with that one and to
perform our own actions in relation to
that one and in that name. So the first
element of establishing the honour of
God’s name is making that name known.
The second part of the challenge is to
‘ascribe the honour due unto his name’.
That is to say that we are called to
witness to the fact that the relationship is
worth having. It is a relationship that was
worth Jacob wrestling until dawn for. It
was worth Moses turning out of his way
4

for. It was worth the fear and trepidation
of the disciples to go through the ordeal
of the storm at sea to come to know and
love that name.
As priests we live lives that are a powerful
testimony that God is knowable, that
God wants to be known and reaches out
to us in Jesus Christ, and that no time or
effort given over to this relationship is
ever wasted even if it causes us to
wrestle with difficult issues or endure
suffering.
The faithful life of a priest, as one who is
set apart for God, can (and frequently
does!) raise questions from those to
whom the life is unfamiliar. The questions

GoodNews Spring/Summer 2019.qxp_Layout 1 13/11/2020 09:53 Page 5

given the opportunity to apply for Oxford
and Cambridge. The school has laid on a
special programme of study to prime
them for the interview process and
Hector, the boys’ sceptical and eccentric
teacher, (played in the film by the late
great Richard Griffiths), offers this
summary of the situation:
‘Well boys, our illustrious headmaster has
given this period the dubious title of
‘General Studies’. I'll let you in on a little
secret boys. There is no such thing as
‘general’ studies. ‘General’ studies is a
waste of time. knowledge is not ‘general’.
It is specific.’
The Gospel tells us of the great love of
God, his Almighty ‘Word’, becoming
specific in time and space in the
incarnation. That Word which Patriarchs
are many and varied, but seem to come
back to ‘who is this God?’ and ‘is this
relationship you’re having with him
worthwhile making myself vulnerable to
explore?’
This in turn gives us the privileged
permission as priests to talk about God’s
love. A love that is at the same time
boundless, intimate and life giving, and I
want to touch on each of these aspects
now.
Firstly, God’s love is boundless: ‘In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God’.
Alan Bennett’s play the History Boys, is set
in a fictional boys grammar school in
Sheffield in the 1980’s, and is the story of
a group of unlikely lads who have been

5
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and Prophets had sought to reveal, to live
and to experience over thousands of years
of our human journey becomes specific at
a point in history in the person of Jesus
Christ. Hector’s philosophical reflection is
quite correct ‘knowledge is not general it is
specific’, because it has to be specific in
order to be known.
The abstract becomes concrete, the
mystery is revealed, and God’s Word, that
which has been God’s plan from the
beginning dwells with us, becomes specific

morning star, making all things clear, so that
knowing God in the person of Christ may
lead us into the deeper mystery of God:
So that we who are lost in the dark and
confusion of this world may keep coming
back to that point: Jesus.
To ‘establish the honour’ of that name is to
be one who points to that star in order
that those who come to know it will no
longer be lost but see the world
transformed.
God’s love is intimate: ‘the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us’

in time and place in Jesus Christ. precisely
so that God can be known.
God is not general. He is not some
unknown and unknowable, but as priests
we are called to make him known in the
person of Jesus Christ, and to make him
specific in time and place as we break
open the word and the sacrament, giving
him to his people again.
The Word which was with God in the
beginning becomes flesh, a specific person,
Jesus Christ, and in doing so he becomes
our key to the map, and our bright
6
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God is not asking us to
love a concept, a
philosophy, or a set of
rules. We know all too
well from the news that
such things are too open
to misinterpretation and
abuse to be trustworthy.
He is asking us to love a
person, his Son Jesus
Christ. When he comes
again to judge the world
we will not stand on our
ability to keep the rules,
or by our human thought
and reasoning, but by
our relationship with Jesus Christ, our only
mediator and advocate.
In Jesus God is inviting us to a much more
intimate love, because in Jesus we can
embark on a personal relationship with
God by which we will journey into a
mystery, seeking to know him fully even as
we are fully known [to paraphrase St Paul].
God the Father invites us to know him and
enter into relationship with him through
Jesus Christ the Son, and coming together
in the Eucharist remembering God’s gift of
himself in the flesh 2000 years ago as he
gives himself to us again in the gifts of
bread and wine. We enter once more into
that relationship with him in that intimate
bond of love: Our point of reference to
once again discover where we are in
relation to God. That love which Paul tells
us ‘bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.’ God’s
love is intimate, not bouncing around in
the universe or at some time long ago in a
distant land, but he’s giving himself to us
again. Here, now.

Thirdly God’s love is life giving.
‘To those who did accept him he gave
power to become children of God’
It was St Irenaeus who wrote ‘the glory of
God is a man fully alive’ and as priests
called to establish the honour of God’s
name it is our calling to join the dots for
people between their lives and the life of
God. Jesus states ‘I have come that they
may have life, and have it in abundance’.
To establish the honour of God’s name is
to be a bringer of abundant life,
introducing people to God in Christ Jesus,
so that they may know that boundless,
intimate and lifegiving love to be the pearl
of great price and the greatest relationship
we are capable of having. We are bear and
empty until we are transformed by the
presence of Christ dwelling within us. As
the hymn writer has it ‘For none can guess
its grace, till we become the place wherein
the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.’
(thank you Fr Tom for this article.It is
worth reading more than once Ed)

7
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ACS Prayer
Almighty God, give us priests:
to establish the honour of your holy name;
to offer the holy sacrifice of the altar;
to give us Jesus in the holy sacrament;
to proclaim the faith of Jesus;
to baptise and to teach the young;
to tend your sheep; to seek the lost;
to give pardon to the penitent sinner;
to bless our homes; to pray for the afflicted;
to comfort mourners;
to strengthen us in our last hour;
to commend our souls;
Almighty God, give us priests!
Holy Father, you gave us Christ
as the shepherd of our souls;
may your people always have priests
who care for them with his great love.
We make our prayer, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

8
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Please accept £
donation towards the investment being made by
the ACS for the future of the our Church.
I would like my money to be used specifically towards
(Please Specify if there is a particular item you want to purchase.

Any Dedication

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my
responsibility to pay any difference.
Title

First Name of initial(s)

Surname
Full home address

Postcode:

Signature

I enclose a cheque for the full amount. Please post to 16 Commercial Street, Birmingham B1 1RS

Or
Credit Card details.
Card Number
Expiry Date

Issue No if applicable

Security Code
9
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‘Offer the Holy
Sacrifice of the altar’
Fr Mark Mawhinney
On a warm evening early in July 2018, in the
ex-mining town of Seaham on the north-east
coast of County Durham, it was a great
privilege for me to be ordained a Priest in the
Church of God by Bishop Glyn Webster, the
Bishop of Beverley.
I was ordained in the Church of St John the
Evangelist, Seaham Harbour, and was delighted
that Mark Bryant, then the Bishop of Jarrow,
agreed to preach the sermon on that occasion.
My ordination to the priesthood was a
particular point on a long journey of
discernment, which had brought me to a place
where I had set aside a twenty-four year
teaching career, and spent two years studying
and praying at St Stephen’s House in Oxford,
in preparation for ordination.
10

Thanks to a very generous grant from the
Additional Curates Society, it has been possible
for me to serve my title in the Benefice of
Seaham and Dawdon and the faithful people of
the Parish provided a warm and generous
welcome to my family and the many friends
from all parts of my life, who came together
that evening for my ordination service.
In the Seaham Benefice we serve three
churches. As well as the nineteenth-century St
John’s in the town centre, there is All Saints
Church, a daughter church of St John’s and
placed on the Deneside estate. The current
church building there, dates from 1965, and I
was delighted to celebrate my first Mass in this
Church. We also serve one of the twenty
oldest churches in the country within the
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Benefice. The Church of St Mary Virgin is a
Saxon church dating from the seventh or eight
century. Services here use the liturgy of the
Book of Common Prayer and it has been a
wonderful experience to celebrate at the altar
of this ancient church at the regular Saturday
services and once a month on Sunday
mornings.

was an act of witness which takes seriously
our Diocesan priority to bless our
communities in Jesus’ name for the
transformation of us all, while presenting Jesus
our Lord as ‘the full, final sacrifice, on which all
figures fix’d their eyes’.
(thank you for these words (Ed)

The ACS prayer speaks of the need for priests
to ‘offer the Holy Sacrifice of the altar’ and this
is the particular vocation and duty of those
called to serve as priests in the Church of God.
I daily give thanks for the opportunity in my
curacy to celebrate or take part each and
every day in these holy mysteries of our
salvation.
There have been many years of vacancy in the
Seaham Benefice in the past few decades, yet
the faithful lay people of the Parish have made
sure that a priest was always present to
celebrate on Sundays and at a weekday
celebration on Wednesday mornings. The
people here know the deep and converting
quality of the Mass.
Since the current incumbent Fr Paul Kennedy
has been in post, he has ensured that the daily
Mass has been at the centre of the mission of
the Parish to the wider community. While the
Parish has many of the social problems
common to ex-industrial areas in the north
and beyond, there is a real spirit of renewal in
the seaside town of Seaham. The Church is
very much part of this transformation and has a
detailed plan to renew mission to the
community through an ongoing bid for
strategic development funds to form a
community of hope in this part of County
Durham.
In June 2019, Corpus Christi was celebrated at
St John’s, Seaham with a solemn,
concelebrated Mass, followed by a procession
of the Blessed Sacrament around the Church,
right at the centre and heart of the town. This
11
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“To give us Jesus in the
holy sacrament”
Fr John Vyse
In the training sessions that Our Diocesan
Bishop gives to all of us, his Curates, he
reminds us that the greatest thing anyone can
do with his or her life is to become a follower
of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
At Worksop Priory and S. Paul’s Manton, two
churches in the former mining areas of north
Nottinghamshire where I am serving my title,
we seek to make not only followers of the
Lord, but followers and Eucharistic partakers of
Christ Himself. The Mass, the celebration of the
Eucharist, is our core activity: people are taught
to perceive and love Our Lord in the Holy
Sacrament which He instituted.
The sanctuary of our High Altar is arranged so
that people can gather round on three sides, so
that on the Lord’s Day the Lord’s People are
gathered around the Lord’s Table. At the
communion rail a diverse mix of people, young
12

and old alike, are fed by that which we are all
called to become: the Body of Christ.
In my homilies I have been keen to express the
reality of that Body, through leading the people
into an exploration of the Person of Jesus; that
He Who is the eternal God of the Universe
became human in a particular place and time;
and that He Who was seen and touched by
people 2000 years ago comes to us physically in
the Holy Sacrament , which therefore means
that His healing presence continues among us
through the holy Sacrament.
And after Mass I am keen to encourage people
to share, over coffee, a fellowship that, in its
own way, reflects that of the Altar. So that our
receiving of Jesus, far from being confined to
what we do in Church, ‘spills over’ out from
the Altar and out into our daily lives and
relationships.
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At the Altar gather people with different cultural
and economic life experiences: yet all become
one in the Body of Christ, as the Body of
Christ: we take youngsters each year to the
Youth Pilgrimage at Walsingham, where Bishop
Philip North said last year: Eat the Body, BE the
Body”. “
We are keen to get our youngsters involved in
the Eucharist: last Autumn I prepared various
people, some of them Year 6 Schoolchildren,
for Confirmation. Their younger friends already
serve at the Altar, or else will do one day, God
willing, when they’re old enough.
Meanwhile, in addition to Sunday Mass, our
youngsters and their families are sustained
further through non-Eucharistic worship during
the week and ‘Messy Church’ once a month,
and my taking assembly worship in their
primary school sustains them.

For some people this is their only worship,
even though our aim is that these things
become a stepping-stone for “the richer food”
of the Eucharist.
Our daily Mass is complemented by not only
the daily Offices, but by coffee mornings, nonEucharistic worship every Wednesday evening,
a monthly Messy Church, and a Youth Group
which has moved from meeting in the confines
of the vicarage once every 1-2 months to

Eat the Body,
BE the Body
meeting twice a month (1st & 3rd Fridays) in
the hall of our ‘second’ church, S. Paul’s.
And on the 2nd Friday of each month we
support the Deanery Youth programme called
‘Generate’, where young people from many
churches cone together, and where larger-scale
things can be done.
Finally, every Sunday evening, a small number of
us say Evening Prayer, using the timeless words
of the Book of Common Prayer, in the
presence of the Blessèd Sacrament exposed on
the Altar: and, in the silence following the Third
Collect, we can reflect on the Holy
Communion we have received that morning at
Mass, and how Christ, having transformed
bread and wine into His most precious Body
and Blood, can transform us, if only we would
stop a moment in our busy lives, let go of our
worldly concerns, and let Him work in us and
through us.
(it is a real joy to read of all the work going on
involving youth. Thank you)
13
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‘To baptise and to
teach the young’
Fr William Hamilton Box
Fittingly, very soon after I was asked to write on
this subject, a mother in our congregation
approached me after Mass to ask if her child
could be baptised in the summer. It is
remarkable how so much of our most
profound contact with our people, and so
many glimpses of God’s work in others’ lives,
happen in those little ‘in-between moments'.
Those times when we think we are not doing
anything, just being prepared to listen. The
mother in question does not attend mass every
week, and her most immediate concern was
not the sacrament itself. She clearly considered
baptism an integral part of a respectable,
‘proper’ start in life for her child. In her words,
she wanted him to be ‘done right’. She also
made it clear that she wanted it to take place in
the summer, so that the weather would be
better and there would be a good opportunity
for a party. There is still, I have found, a great
delight to be savoured in the fact that so many
people request baptism without any hint from
the clergy. They desire it for someone they love
and for whom they make huge sacrifices each
day. They desire it so much that they are
prepared to go through that slightly awkward
conversation with a priest or deacon they often
hardly know, or may have never met before,
not knowing what to say, what the procedure
is, and perhaps wondering whether they might
even ‘qualify’ or be turned away for not being
‘churchy enough’. A baptism is always a delight.
An exciting prospect. A sheer joy to witness.
14

Even more so for me in this case, because as
the mother would like it to take place in August,
I may well have the chance to perform the rite
as priest. (It is our parish policy that baptisms
take place in the context of mass and that the
celebrant performs the baptism).
So, in my life so far as a deacon I have had little
experience of either baptising or teaching the
young members of our community. We have
seen 10 of our children over the course of this
year, and I was responsible for leading Holy
Hour while Fr Richard gave the children’s
confirmation classes. I led the adult classes on a
Sunday. But it was whilst I was sitting praying
during Holy Hour that I was approached by a
lady who lived opposite the church but who
was not a regular attendee: this was my first
interaction with a parent of a potential baptismal
candidate. I hadn’t been in the parish for long,
and I was not yet aware of our parish policy on
baptismal preparation. We sat together and
chatted, and she said she would come to mass
on Sunday. Much to my surprise, she did
indeed come to .Mass that Sunday, and
returned week by week with her son until the
date of the baptism. I was reminded by her
presence at Mass not to doubt the earnestness
of other’s intent. Her son is not old enough to
have a conversation: he has not yet said his first
word. So the teaching of the young that took
place to prepare for this baptism was not the
direct teaching of the child but of the mother,

14
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One of the things that happened recently in
church, as a result of our children’s
confirmations, is that we have moved away
from a weekly Sunday School and towards
integrating the children into the Sunday mass.
We want to include them in the life and body
of the Church as fully as possible, and feel that
they will learn, albeit in different ways and at
different paces and levels, from being
welcomed (noise and all) into the liturgy, rather
than separated by age. Baptismal preparation
has enabled me to take part fully in welcoming
people into the body of the Church: to initiate
them, to give them the sacrament of baptism
and to integrate them in church life, so that, as
any recent member of St Stephen’s House will
readily tell you, they are given all that is
needed to become a Saint.

that she might be brought to faith and share
her love of God and knowledge of Christ with
her child through her actions and words. Infant
baptisms lead me to reflect on my personal
life, as my wife and I have recently become
godparents twice over. In both cases, I have
been intrigued to find as godparents we have
had no input, instruction or questioning from
the clergy administering the sacrament.
Admittedly, our Christian faith should be
concerned with our growth in holiness as well
as our knowledge of doctrine, and so there is
always room for new Christians and those
young in their faith to take on the responsibility
of the spiritual care of another. However, over
time, some level of direction and instruction
from the Church is needed. I led two pastoral
visits to the parent to discuss basic elements of
the Christian faith, but equally to ensure that
she felt fully welcomed into the life of our
church, free to be involved in our activities and
valued as a member of our community. When
approaching a baptism, both go hand in hand.

(Here again we see signs of a different
approach to our children and young people.
No more dot to dots and colouring.
They have a lot to teach us. Well done) (Ed)
15

15
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‘To tend your sheep’
Fr Aidan Bartlett
much indeed. It really was the kind of event
which affected the whole of the gathered
people of God in this place. Many of the
bereavement conversations we had were with
people who had been welcomed to church by
this lady who was always able to give her time
to people. There was almost a disbelief that
she would no longer be around.

One of the things which is striking in our
parishes is the genuine commitment to the
church that many of our regular parishioners
have to the life of the church. Having a core of
people who come to church, volunteer their
time, and have done so for a long time, can be
a great advantage. It helps to create a sense of
community, and when people feel that the
church is theirs, a sense of belonging develops
which fosters a “church family” feeling. It also
means when one of those people dies, the
congregation really does feel it. But we’ve also
learned this year, if we didn’t know already,
that a death of this kind can lead to a genuine
strengthening of faith.

The church was, of course, packed to the
rafters for her funeral. We found ourselves
talking to people who had moved away and
were worshipping elsewhere, to people who
had known her from a long time ago, and to
those who we saw every day. The grief was
palpable, but there was a sense of a life well
lived. Our work around this bereavement was
not going to be completed on that day. We
realized that it would be an ongoing process.
Looking after our flock at this time was going to
take a lot of work. The clergy spent a lot of
time with the family of the deceased, but I
personally had some extremely deep

We were sad to lose a very long-standing
member of the congregation last summer. It
was, of course, very tough for her family, who
are regular members of the congregation
themselves, but added to that was the pastoral
work we needed to do with much of the
congregation, who knew and loved her very

16
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But more than that, I realized that this was
giving the people of the parish something they
needed. Keeping the flock fed spiritually at a
time when they are hurting seems to me to
be fundamental to the work of parish clergy.
And the catechesis has continued. We’re
currently running a session on “What happens
at Mass?” Once more, this is because people
have asked us to run it, to deepen their own
understanding of what occurs when they are
in church.

conversations about the nature of the
Christian faith with people who, although
regular members of the congregation, had not
often spoken to me about what the faith and
the church meant to them.
Yet through this loss, a further opportunity
came for us to tend the flock and teach the
faith. Our departed sister had a great love for
Our Lady, and had been a devoted attendee
of the Rosary, which is said every Saturday in
the parish. In the weeks following her death, a
few people started talking to the Vicar and I
about wanting to learn more about the Rosary,
both to deepen their own prayer lives, and, I
think, to maintain a link to their friend and
fellow Christian. This developed into some
catechesis after Sunday Mass over a number of
weeks, explaining, to all those who wanted to
come, the history, theology and practicality of
the Rosary. On reflection, I do think that it was
so well attended because of the need for
healing in the wake of the bereavement we
had all suffered. I was delighted to be asked to
teach people about something that was so
important in my own prayer life, and
something which will help deepen their
relationship with Jesus Christ and his Blessed
Mother.

Tending the flock has meant teaching through
the sacraments what it is to be a follower of
Jesus Christ. But to me, it’s also meant having
an open ear, and being prepared to adapt, and
add to, the work we’re already doing. It’s
meant having an open door, being there when
people have needed us, and above all about
loving those who have been given into our
care. Helping them in their prayer life, or their
understanding of scripture, or deepening their
love of the Mass is all in the name of caring for
their souls. That, above all, strikes me as the
most important work that we do.
(And sometimes this church family, this core
of parishioners, could be used more pastorally.
Tending the flock is the responsibility of us all
(Ed)

17
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‘To proclaim the
faith of Jesus’
Fr. Jones Mutemwakwendn
One of the things I enjoy doing as a Priest is “to
proclaim the faith of Jesus”. I find proclaiming
the word of God very important because it
enables me to bring people to faith. For people
to come to faith and have a personal
relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ, they
should hear the word of God.
When I look at my own Christian journey,
listening to the word of God helped me to
grow strong in my relationship with God and
fellow human beings. The more I heard the
word of God preached and taught to me, the
more I got closer to God.
The word of God that Jesus preached and
taught, drew large crowds of people who
came and listened to what He had to say. It is
the same word of Jesus that brings people to
faith when they hear the gospel preached by a
Priest.
God showed great faith in Jesus who went
about doing His work. We see in the word of
Jesus how powerful faith can be. In Mark
10:52 Jesus told those who called out to Him
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“your faith has made you well”. Here we see
how faith makes a person strong when one
calls upon the name of Jesus Christ.
I find the Creed helpful when I am teaching
people about faith. In the Creed, we declare
our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We recognise and accept our belief in God.
Proclaiming the faith of Christ by teaching
people the creed, helps people to put their
trust in God. A priest has the duty to teach
people how to believe in one God, the Father,
the Almighty who created everything in
heaven and on earth. A Priest is called to
teach people how God created us.
The people should be taught how to believe in
one Lord, Jesus Christ who is the only Son of
God. Who came and lived among us and
brought us salvation. People would like to
know Jesus so that they can accept Him in
their lives. It is by knowing who Jesus Christ is,
that helps a person develop friendship with
Him.
The Holy Spirit, the Lord who is the giver of
life should be preached and taught to all. The
life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus
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confirmed, to receive the Holy Communion,
to promote peace and love.

should be the story of our lives and the story
of how the Holy Spirit brings us life.
It is important that the word of God is
proclaimed in the community as well as in the
Church. Most of the activities in people's lives
take place in the community. It is good to
reach out to where people spend much of
their time. Places such as schools, clubs, care
homes, work place, hospitals to mention a
few but many should be visited. The
presence of a Priest in these areas draws
people’s attention to the work of God. In this
way the Priest will use his time to share the
word of God with the people.

The Church needs Priests to continue
proclaiming the faith of Jesus. The Priest
should bring the assurance of things revealed
and promised in the word of God and show
that they are true. The Priest should help
people build trust and confidence in the word
they hear proclaimed to them. People should
see God working in their lives.
Proclaiming the faith of Jesus goes a long way
in fulfilling God’s love that He first showed
when He created people in His own image.
God created us to be His children. He cares
for us and has shown us His love through His
Son Jesus Christ.

By proclaiming the faith of Jesus Christ, we
are telling the story of God’s saving grace in
people’s lives. The Priest should invite people
to come to church and hear the saving power
of Jesus Christ. The church is a wonderful
place where people of all ages grow and
develop a good spiritual relationship with God
and each other. Christians learn to pray to
God, to read the Bible, to sing hymns, to
confess their sins, to give thanks to God for
the life He has given, to get baptised, to get

The Priest brings people to faith by preaching
and teaching the word of God. The
command of Jesus Christ to go out and make
disciples is what a Priest is called upon to do.
(thank you Father, we need to be
reminded of just what we believe when
we say the Creed)
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Gift Aid declaration for past, present & future donations
THE ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY 16 Commercial Street, Birmingham B1 1RS

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made
today

in the past 4 years

in the future

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of
Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.
Donor’s details

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:

Title............. First name or initial(s)..........................

Want to cancel this declaration

Surname.................................................................

Change your name or home address

Full home address ...................................................

No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or
capital gains.

...............................................................................
..............................................Postcode...................
Date........................................................................
Signature .................................................................

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want
to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include
all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or
ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

BANKER’S ORDER (please use capital letters)
To (Name & Address of your own Bank) ............................................................................................
............................................................................Postcode ..............................................................
PLEASE PAY:
Bank of Scotland, 55 Temple Row, Birmingham B2 5LS Your Bank Account No:
Bank Sort Code: 12-05-65 • Account No: 06074410
....................................................................
for the credit of the Additional Curates Society
The sum of £ ........................(amount in figures)
(amount in words) ............................................................................................................................
on ....................................................................and thereafter on the same day of each month/year
for ....................................................................years/or until I cancel it in writing.
Signature ..........................................................Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Revd/etc) ................................
Address..............................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................Postcode......................................................
IMPORTANT
If you are signing a Gift Aid Declaration and wish to pay by Banker’s Order,
please complete the above and return to:
ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY, 16 Commercial Street, Birmingham B1 1RS
Thank you for supporting the work of ACS
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