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LEGACIES
Have
you considered
supporting the work of the Church through
Wax
candles,
votive lights,
the ACS after your death?
grave lights, altar breads,
The money
received
from gifts in wills is the life blood of the Society, helping to
wine,
incense,
charcoal,
put priests in parishes, supporting the Church for many years to come.
all keenly priced like a
If youknown
would like
to make a bequest to the ACS please use the following form of
well
retailer.
wording in your Last Will and Testament.
We are never knowingly
“I give and bequeath to the Additional Curates Society and its work care of the
under
Generalsold.
Secretary, 16 Commercial Street, Birmingham B1 1RS
the sum of £_______________________________
(Instead of naming any particular amount of money you can express a wish that a
certain fraction of your estate should be applied to the work of the ACS) (free from all
death or legal duties), to be applied for the purpose of the work of the Additional Curates
Society, and I declare that the receipt of the General Secretary for the time being of the
Additional Curates Society shall be sufficient discharge to my executors of the same.”
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ALMIGHTY GOD GIVE US PRIESTS
Welcome to another edition of the Good
News Magazine, a somewhat belated
production which we have been holding over
from last year in the hope that the pandemic
would be really behind us. At the time of
writing in early January 2022 it would
increasingly seem that Covid 19 will never be
behind us but perhaps something we will have
to learn to live with.
Without any doubt the pandemic has had an
enormous influence on every aspect of our
lives and in these reports which were written
September 2021 you will see some of the
imaginative ways in which our churches are
tackling the pandemic and ministering to the
parish, and also finding new ways of being
Church.

even more, and secondly by praying for more
priests and asking yourself the question “What
is God calling me to?”.
Brothers and sisters in Christ as a constituency
if we want to emerge from this pandemic and
have a future then we all need to play our part
in the new Church of England. Please be
partners with us as we pay for priests and pray
for priests.
With my prayers and best wishes.

Fr Darren Smith

Without any doubt the pandemic has seriously
hit the work of the ACS in two ways, firstly
through our fund raising which relies entirely
upon people’s generosity. Lent is always the
most fruitful time for us as a Society and with
churches being locked down or at reduced
capacity our Lent Boxes had not been
distributed in the way they would normally be.
Secondly our vocational work which for 2
years running had to be suspended because of
the difficulties in meeting.
Although our work has been curtailed, what
hasn’t changed is the need for financial support
in parishes and priests, and for that reason I
want to make a particular personal appeal to
every reader of Good News to find ways to
support us. Please do give generously to the
work of the ACS, for we have not reduced any
of our grants to parishes, indeed we are giving
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WHAT OUR CHURCH MEANS TO THE
PEOPLE OF CLERKENWELL
How do we minister in the midst of a
pandemic? This time a year ago, we were all
still reeling from not being able properly to
celebrate Holy Week and Easter in 2020, and
were learning to adjust to the reality of
working for and amongst our people in new
ways. Since then we have had another
lockdown which fortunately did not affect
Christmas, but we’ve still had to keep the
lessons learned firmly at the forefront of our
plans for the rest of this year. We’ve had to
spend a lot more time on the telephone and
on Zoom than we’d have expected, and
have had to learn about the best ways to
continue to celebrate the sacraments, to
teach and to listen, and how to let people
know that we are still here as witnesses to
Jesus Christ.
One area where this has worked most
obviously in my context has been in
catechesis. Our Lent and Advent courses
have continued on Zoom, which helped
those who have been in attendance to relax
and to contribute more fully than would have
been the case if we were all gathered in
person. But we also had more people than
usual sign up for those courses. This has
meant a much broader spectrum of
knowledge, age, Christian journey and
questions emanating from the group, all
contributing to a deeper understanding of
what we’re learning about.
Having a clerical colleague also made a big
difference when doing pastoral work.
Whereas we might usually have heard about
the sick through people coming to Mass and
telling us in person, we had to be proactive in
being in contact with a congregation who we
4

weren’t able to see. While sadly this meant a
lot more time on the phone than visiting,
there was a real sense of gratitude from
people who were pleased that we hadn’t

forgotten about them simply because the
church was closed. We also had to cultivate
closer relationships with hospital chaplaincies,
and this has been constructive; we were able
to visit a dying parishioner in a closed ward
and give the last rites to her recently, having
negotiated with the chaplains and the hospital
staff. We look forward to continuing this kind
of relationship, which has had to be
reimagined over the past year, and working
together more closely. We also had to
contemplate the fact that we were not just at
risk, but also potentially risky ourselves. Yet
the extra pair of hands in the parish meant
that we were also able to cover for each
other when we hasve been close to some
people who had tested positive for Covid.
We’ve also had to think about what our
church means to the people of Clerkenwell.
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Holy Redeemer is prominently placed on
Exmouth Market, and as we’re open every
day, our pricket stands are well used when
people are able to come in and visit. Upon
being able to open again for private prayer, we
were able to pool our knowledge and
problem solving to make the church as safe as
possible, whilst remaining committed to having
an open church. It’s also meant that we were
able to sanitise properly between periods of
being open. Our ability to open and keep the
church safe was greatly appreciated by the
local community, many of whom told us how
wonderful it was to have a quiet space to pray.
We came across people who hadn’t been to
church for a long time, and some who’d never
entered church, and had to talk to them about
what we’d all been going through. Some were
in mourning, some were in shock at the
situation. We had to learn a little about how to
deal with an unfolding international tragedy. At
this point, I was grateful for the support of my
fellow clergy in the parish, whose views and
thoughts greatly helped me to form my own
responses to people I came across during this
period.
Once public liturgy recommenced, we needed
to have an extra Mass on a Sunday, to ensure
that we were compliant with social distancing
rules, and having another member of clergy

helped with the liturgical rota. We also had to
be careful around Christmas, with all the extra
associated liturgies that would be expected.
We were also forced to improvise to hold our
Carol Service, normally a highlight of the
Advent season, outside. But again, through
some proper planning, including risk
assessments, we were able to put on a full
liturgical programme for Christmas. We were
delighted to be able to welcome many people
who we had never before seen at Holy
Redeemer.
It was of course a great joy to celebrate Holy
Week and the Easter Triduum with the due
reverence and liturgy that we hadn’t been able
to the previous year. We were able to share
out the preaching and to plan clearly for the
busiest time of the year. It was a great privilege
to be able to celebrate the Triduum for the
first time as a priest, and to have an
experienced priest guiding me through all I had
to do was a great relief.

5
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“When times are good, be happy; but when
times are bad, consider this: God has made the
one as well as the other.” Ecclesiastes 7:14
It was with enormous trepidation that we
entered into lockdown last March and I was
forced to undertake what only 48 hours
before had been unthinkable: to close the
church to public worship indefinitely. Yet,
even in those fearful and uncertain early days,
the words of the Preacher in the book of
Ecclesiastes gave me hope. For so long we in
the West have felt unnaturally secure in the
world – masters of science and technology, in
full control of nature and all within it. We had
made ourselves into gods, even to the extent
of accruing to ourselves the power of life and
death. Yet now, suddenly, we were at the
mercy of an unseen enemy with no cure and
an exponentially rising death rate. The true
powerlessness of man had been exposed,
and in that I could see an opportunity to
speak truth and comfort into this situation.
How many times in the history of salvation
has God humbled the pride of man, not out
of spite, but out of love, in order to remind
us that it is in him we find the source of life,
hope and salvation? Jesus challenges us,
asking, “What does it profit a man to gain the
whole world, yet forfeit his soul?” Mark 8:36.
These thoughts characterised my own
Christian response to the pandemic and how
I sought to communicate that to others in my
care. Immediately, along with thousands of
churches across the country, we began
livestreaming Mass online in order that,
although tragically cut off from the
sacraments, our people were still able to hear
the word of God preached and gain a muchneeded wider perspective on the events we
were all living through. As the days and
weeks progressed, our proficiency in this area
6

increased, as we acquired better cameras and
sound equipment, and the introduction of
online singing improved the experience of
worship.

In addition to online worship, our youth
worker, Jordan, produced a series of
interactive videos encouraging young people
to take part in seasonal craft activities, and
along with Fr Edward produced educational
videos for use in school once the children
had begun to go back. These included a tour
of the church, explaining its various contents
and features and how they relate to the
worshipping life of the community. We also
produced a video dedicated to explaining the
Mass, its various parts and what they mean.
These were accompanied by quiz sheets to
help the children remember what they had
learnt, and it’s our hope that this approach
has kept them familiar with the building over
what has been a long absence. We’ll see how
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much they remember when confirmation
classes start in September!
Christmas 2020 was a particular high-point in
the past year. Realising we couldn’t have our
usual family Christingle Service in church, we
had an outdoor family Carol Service in the
churchyard, which brought over 150 people
together at a time of great uncertainty and
disappointment and brought the good news
of Jesus’s birth to many in the parish who
would otherwise not have heard it, since no
other church in the town was open at all.
Afterwards I was overwhelmed with the
number of people who so clearly appreciated
what we’d done, and the video we put
together of the event quickly received several
thousand views across the local area.
It has been hugely encouraging to see new
people continue to join the church family
over the course of these past difficult months.
Since the beginning of lockdown last March
we have eight new members of the
congregation, with three confirmations in
May and more to follow in November. It is
astonishing to think that only now are they
beginning to see what a ‘normal’ Mass looks
like, with the resumption of singing and
refreshments after Mass, allowing them to
develop personal relationships with other
members of the congregation. It was also
important for me, personally, as a priest, to
get back to the basics of what I was ordained
to do. I must admit that the sense of purpose
with which we began the pandemic, to which
I alluded to above, began to give way
somewhat to a sense of drift and lack of
purpose, particularly with further restrictions
imposed in January 2021. But to be able to sit
down with confirmation candidates, none of
whom had been to church before they
started coming to St John’s, and teaching
them about God, the relationship he wants
to have with us, and the reconciliation we can

have with him through faith in Jesus Christ in
the family of the Church was a tonic to my
soul. It was a great pleasure and a very happy
occasion when Bishop Glyn visited the parish
to conduct those confirmations on a glorious
Sunday in May. It not only encouraged me,
but gave a great lift to everyone, and
renewed our determination to continue the
work of the gospel unimpeded once the time
comes fully.
I am sure that the small things God has done
here in Mexborough against such a difficult
backdrop were only possible because of our
determination as a parish to cultivate an
atmosphere of calm and perspective,
reminding ourselves of our Easter faith, and
taking sensible precautions that created a safe
environment while avoiding creating panic –
something which has sadly happened in all
too many parishes, which as a result are now
finding it difficult to transition to normality.
Nonetheless, we are looking forward to the
future, particularly as we prepare to welcome
our new Children and Families Worker, who
will be instrumental in helping us to reach out
to new people, relaunch some of the
activities that were suspended, and discover
new ways to reach those we have
sometimes struggled to connect with. We are
immensely grateful to ACS for their continued
support for St John’s at
a time of financial
strain, and we ask for
the prayers of all who
read this that our
parish may grow in
number and in spirit as
we go forward in faith.

Fr Edward Morrison
Parish Priest
7
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Feeding God’s people in
Wolverhampton
The world around us has changed
immeasurably over the past year and a half, and
since moving to Wolverhampton in August of
2020, at a time between two national
lockdowns, we, as a church, have seen the
struggles and hardships faced by those around
us, but also moments of immense joy and
wonder. This is most definitely true of the Parish
of St Martin of Tours, Wolverhampton. The
parish encompasses the Rough Hills estate,
where some of the first council houses in the
country were built, as well as two other council
estates. In an area where there is a high amount
of social deprivation, made even worst with the
Covid-19 pandemic, action was taken by the
church to form what became known as the
Lifeboat Project, an extension of the ‘Coats 4
Kids’ initiative whose main objective is to give
out coats to children who would not have one
over the winter months. This is something
which ended up growing into a clothes and
food bank operating all year round, helping
those most in need.

Generous donations given by the people of Holy Trinity

The church building itself had its foundation
stone laid in June of 1938, and was completed
in rapid fashion, opening its doors to the
community nine months later; the urgency of
8

the completion was more than likely due to the
inevitable prospect of war. Its location, built on
the site of an old mine, placed it in the heart of
a pre-existing community where, as with most
mining housing across the country, most people
knew each other through their profession.
Having this sacred space in the heart of a
community meant that it could be the beating
heart of social interaction, something which we
are still striving for today.
Years of austerity measures, followed by a global
pandemic has left many within the parish at
breaking point, with social deprivation figures
being one of the worst in the Wolverhampton
area. More and more people are relying on
food banks than ever before, and there was a
cry from our local people for change to happen
to alleviate the suffering somehow, especially for
the young. And so the narrative of the local
community has shaped our vision as to how we
as the church should respond to the pressing
needs of the people.
After a lot of prayer and discussion, we
reminded ourselves once again of the Parable of
the Sheep and the Goats, in which the
followers of Christ are given a direct imperative
to feed the hungry and clothe the naked. As
those who are shrouded in the ‘smell of the
sheep’, we listen, and come to know our own,
just as Christ knows his sheep, leading us to be
proactive and committed to the work of feeding
those who are most at need. We looked also to
St Martin, our Patron, for inspiration, who
famously cut his cloak in two so that a beggar
on the street could have some warmth and
protection. People were sinking into debt and
struggling to keep their head above water, and
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so we came up with the Lifeboat Project,
operating out of the church hall, with generous
volunteers from the church assisting to the best
of their ability to help others. The ‘Coats 4 Kids’
initiative, which had run as a seasonal project
over the winter months prior to the pandemic,
was set up so that no child would be without a
coat as the temperatures started to fall. We
relaunched that initiative again in October of
2020, and this project only worked through
people in the wider community donating their
old coats which could be passed on to others
who desperately needed them. In the space of
three months, over three hundred children
received coats as a result of this work, coats
which they would not have had prior the launch
of the project!

Fr Ross Brooks standing amongst some of the donations of
coats and clothes

As more people came to visit us, we realised
that the need stretched far beyond just giving
coats to children. As donations kept on flooding
in, we would receive bags full of clothes and
household appliances. The local community
once again came together, with the church as
the beating heart, to clothe the parents of the
children to whom we had helped, and
individuals much further afield. We would also
get correspondence from others who said that
a family was in need, but for various needs
could not travel to the church, so once again,
we came together to organise transport so we
could deliver food and clothes to their
doorstep. For those who could not afford the

basics in life, we, as a church, and as a wider
community, came together to be that lifeboat in
the stormy sea for those who felt as if they
were sinking.

Fr Ross with Gillian Fenner, the parish nurse, organising
coats ready for distribution

One of the ways in which our three churches
came together in a remarkable fashion was in
the donation of non-perishable goods, and so as
well as feeding people with material goods, we
also provided food parcels, so that they could
be physically fed. Donations of food were
rounded up by the people of Holy Trinity and St
Stephen’s, an effort which was also matched by
local supermarkets and other generous
individuals, and was delivered not just to the
Lifeboat Project at St Martin’s, but also to other
aid agencies in the city.
It has been humbling seeing how in the midst of
fear and devastation caused by the pandemic,
the church has become the beating heart of a
community which seeks to make sure no one is
left behind or without. Watching individuals
tirelessly give their time and resources to
support the work of the Lifeboat Project has
been nothing short of a miracle, and God’s
grace and goodness has been seen in
abundance. As a church, we want to reflect the
love Jesus has for his people by providing for
their needs. How that looks in its immediacy is
very material. But we pray and hope that as
people see the church as the beating heart of
the community, they may grow in their
understanding of the love God has for them.
9
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BUILDING FOR MISSION IN LINCOLN
The support of the Additional Curates’ Society
for an Assistant Curate in All Saints’, Monks
Road, Lincoln has been a tremendous boost to
the whole Church here- as well as the Vicar!
All Saints is a fine Edwardian Church, close to
the city centre but in its second most deprived
area. Streets of terraced houses, multiple
occupancy, ethnically very diverse, high levels
of living on benefits and amidst it all and not
atypically a beleaguered Anglo-Catholic
Church. Since the departure of the last
resident Vicar for just All Saints in 1993 the
Church has been variously amalgamated with
another parish, grouped into a federation
which was then dissolved and then in a three
year vacancy. After 1993 it did have
Resolutions A & B in place- until one Vicar and
his wife by their votes made up a majority to
rescind them. After that only the valiant
determination of the churchwardens and other
key laity meant it was able to maintain a
traditionalist stance over priestly ministry. But it
was all far from easy and took its toll.
Attendance at the Sung Mass often struggled to
reach double figures. It could have been closed
or handed over to the HTB Resource Church.
To its great credit however the Diocese of
Lincoln took the decision that to honour the
Women Bishops Settlement of 2014, it was
only right that the Cathedral City should have
one traditionalist parish and that the church
best suited was All Saints. The former Vicarage
the previous incumbent had declined to live in
was re-purchased and a Society Priest put in as
Vicar!
A Vicar notwithstanding, a “Populous Parish” of
over 7,000 with a massive work of rebuilding
and mission before him, an Assistant Curate
was more than a blessing. In 2020 Fr Ross
Copley came to the parish to be ordained as
soon as was allowed. An ACS grant to assist
10

him and his work was a wonderful gift. We
would have struggled financially without it!
Despite Covid-19, and in some ways because
of it, Fr Ross has been invaluable to me and the
whole church community. Fr Ross will describe
some of this work himself.
Beginning ministry was always going to be an
adjustment, even from the cloisters of St
Stephen’s House, moving into parish life was
going to something very different. The
pandemic supercharged this adjustment in
ways I’d never imagined including a threemonth delay to my ordination to the
diaconate, a reduced liturgical role and
opportunities to visit and meet
with parishioners both inand-out of church. Despite
this, I have been keen to be
involved in a variety of
parochial projects and
missional/pastoral
opportunities.
In November I
joined the
Chaplaincy
Team of Bishop
Grosseteste
University and
although having
being very
infrequently oncampus, I have
been able to
connect with
students and
staff through
various online
sessions and be
there as a
reassuring face
and support. I
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have really enjoyed seeing the chaplaincy side
of ministry and its opportunities to be
alongside others and to meet them where
they are, especially as so few in a university
setting would describe themselves as
Christians.
Zoom has become a ubiquitous activity in a
pandemic year – to this end, I planned and
delivered, alongside Fr Paul and Fr Peter
Green, a Lent course focussing on the role of
St Joseph in scripture and by tradition. Having
an online Lent course meant there was three
times as much engagement from the faithful
than an in-person session in previous years.
Given the absence of young people in our
worshipping community, I’ve worked to
establish a new young adults’
group Frassati & Goretti,
undertaking a virtual trek
of the Camino de Santiago
to raise funds for its
activities, securing £400 of
sponsorship. There will
be a monthly event
from October
and will aim to
give an
opportunity for
discussion and
discipleship,
as well as
grow the
parish
presence
amongst
students at
both
universities.
Since June 2021
the parish has
partnered with
another local

church to support ten families from our local
school with a bi-weekly food parcel and
children’s craft pack. Serve thy neighbour has
been particularly wonderful because it has
allowed me walk the parish, chat with the
families and to get to know the children, who
are always excited to tell us about their week.
Every pack is accompanied with a reminder of
the next delivery, and more importantly a
gentle nudge that Fr Paul and I are available for
a chat, should they ever need to. This type of
engagement was one of the key reasons I was
so excited to be serving my Title at All Saints,
as a parish of significant deprivation, I have
been reminded of the work of the ritualist
Fathers who not only worked to alleviate
poverty and desperation, but also bring the
faith and be amongst those in the community.
Finally, I was asked by the Diocesan Director
of Ordinands to be a Young Vocations
advocate and have been meeting online with
the Ministry Team at Church House to discuss
and learn how we could be growing lay and
ordained vocations. This has been a real help
in getting to know a diocese which was new to
me and to make connections for good collegial
relationships.
My first year in curacy has been a very mixed
bag in terms of experience. We have very few
opportunities for pastoral offices, so I have
been glad to get some experience by covering
other parishes, especially baptisms. I hope this
has highlighted the foundations which we as a
congregation have been developing this past
year, and that my participation has in some
way been a confidence boost to the church
community. I am so privileged to serve the
parish of All Saints and I am thankful for the
support that the ACS has given, which has
enabled me to flourish in my first year of
ministry.

Father Paul Noble
11
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NEWS FROM THE BENEFICE
The great joy I felt was unexpected when the
time came for me to preach on 27th June
2021 at two Masses on our designated ACS
Sunday and to hear prayers being offered for
the ongoing work of this wonderful
missionary organization.
Like many Incumbents, I was once an “ACS
Curate” and, like many others, was helped on
my way in the early days of vocational
discernment by attending a Vocations
Conference in Birmingham in the late 1980s – I
also spent a year in the printing room at
Washwood Heath and many University
holidays thereafter too. To have ACS support
for my Benefice at the moment means so
much. Covid has ensured that whatever we
had planned for the Benefice as well as for the
development of curates and clergy has had to
be changed beyond recognition – both Fr
Miguel and Fr Jay have contributed in very
different ways and their faith has continued to
be an inspiration to many. Fr Jay’s delayed
ordination to the Sacred Priesthood and First
Mass took place in October: both were
wonderful events despite the Covid restrictions
and Fr Miguel was the right man in the right
place when families from El Salvador arrived in
Barnsley and began to worship in the Benefice.
Thank God for the ACS!

Rev Canon Stephen Race

I am Father Jay Hewitt and I am serving my
title’s curacy in the Benefice of Central
Barnsley which incorporates four parishes
with five churches which range in tradition
from Anglo- Catholic to Charismatic
Evangelical.
The context in which I minister is therefore, one
of variety and incredibly diverse. The town of
Barnsley is a community of extremes in which
you will see absolute wealth side by side with
absolute poverty and this is reflected in the
ministry of the Benefice, from all the Civic
services involving the local elite to ministry to
the homeless and those suffering with addiction
or who are on the fringes of the local society.
There are a number of contexts within the
boundaries of the various parishes in which I
have ministered and become involved. These
include the local hospital, Care Homes, Hospice
and the local Church of England School in which
I sit on the governing body. Before the
pandemic, I would lead Collective Worship and
serve as Deacon at the celebration of Mass
once a month.
The main town church, St Mary’s, is both at the
heart of the town and our benefice and is open
daily for private and public worship, which
includes Morning Prayer, Mass & Evening Prayer.
St Mary’s is also the place in which one will
interact with and minister to the homeless and
those caught in addiction who often sleep and
seek shelter in the Church Porch. This can
indeed be challenging at times, due to the
cleaning up required sometimes with only
minutes before an act of worship is due to take
place.
The local food bank is also managed from one
of our Churches, Saint George’s, and is run via
a mixture of local and parish volunteers. I have
taken advantage of several opportunities in
assisting in this ministry.
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OF CENTRAL BARNSLEY

Some of the most profound moments in my
priestly ministry will occur in the street or
when a stranger knocks on the Vicarage door
looking for a blessing or pastoral advice; in
these moments I have realised, in most cases it
is best to simply listen and not talk too much.
I have, since the arriving in the parish, hosted a
small Bible study group which has enabled
both new and old parishioners to grow and
engage with the catholic faith. One of the
greatest fruits of this particular ministry has
been to see parishioners forming stronger
bonds of friendship and community with one
another as well as a visible increase in personal
piety and devotion.
To be a priest in any context is challenging in
this day and age but can be particularly so in
such a busy and varied context as Barnsley, in
which you have to be reflexive and adaptable

in order to minister to so many needs. This
can indeed be exhausting, but I find great
strength in the privilege and beauty of
celebrating the Holy Mass, be that in a simple
manner at our Evangelical Parish or in the
fullness of Catholic tradition at St Mary’s.
Regardless, it is always beautiful and dignified.
The Joy of being a Priest is also mingled with
sorrow as you accompany God’s people
through their life from baptism to the grave
and I have often found myself reflecting on
mortality as I have watched the sick and dying
and ministered to them at their bedside.
I feel in all serenity that all I have experienced
and what I have yet to for the remainder of
time here, will have me prepared and
grounded to continue serving God’s people
and His Church for the rest of public ministry
and beyond.

Fr Jay Lawrence Hewitt
13
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NEWS FROM THE BENEFICE OF CENTRAL BARNSLEY
My name is Fr Miguel Sánchez Rodríguez. I am
actually serving as associate priest in the Benefice
of Central Barnsley under the guidance of Fr
Stephen Race.
The Benefice of Central Barnsley is made up by 5
churches (four parishes) and I am responsible for
the parish of St. Thomas, Gawber. However, I have
been licensed to share the pastoral ministry with the
Rector in all five churches.
How do I pursue the main tasks that are required of
me? First of all, through prayer. Then, through the
identification, formation, and empowering of the
laity for the work of the ministry. And, of course, by
taking concrete steps. Regarding our mission
towards the local community:
• I have started a work with the Hospice.
However, due to the current situation with
COVID-19 this task is on hold.
• I have also developed a relationship with the
two schools in St Thomas’ Parish. A primary
school and a pre-school. This has enabled us to
collaborate on a service to bring the children
from each school to church. Again, for the first
time in the year 2018 both schools asked to
have a Carol Service in Church during Advent.
In 2019 we repeated the experience. In
addition, we hold a Harvest service for children
of KS2 in church. Sadly, due to the pandemic
we had to cancel the school services for Holy
Week.
Regarding enabling the church to grow and to help
realise and appreciate the value in relationships of
being a United Benefice, I have devoted prayer and
resources to enable community outreach, and to
identify and develop the skills of those with
leadership abilities in both of my parishes. As it is
obvious, the stage of forming these lay leaders is just
beginning. To do this we are going to use the
Diocesan structure but also together with the
Rector we are developing a Benefice course to help
the laity to take their place in the life and mission of
the Church. As a result, a couple of lay persons
have trained to become Readers, others have
trained to become chalice administers and we have
a Lay Worship Leader too.
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I am also taking a Masters degree form a seminary in
Spain on Biblical Studies, this Masters will end this
July.
In addition, I perform all the other proper tasks of a
priest:
• To celebrate the Sacraments, most especially the
Holy Eucharist on Sundays and other days within
the week.
• To hear people’s problems and pray for and
advise them at the best of my capabilities.
• Related to the above, to hear people in
confession.
• To officiate funerals and burials.
During the time of isolation, I have been leading
several bible studies online, but also prepared a
course on the Old Testament. This course as well as
the bible Studies have been uploaded in the
Benefice website and people of the whole benefice
have joined. Of course, this challenging time has
been also an opportunity to try and find new ways
of being the Church there where we are and being
beacons of hope. Obviously, I can elaborate a bit
more in the interview if you are interested. I am
also teaching a course of introduction to the Bible
for the Diocese of Puerto Rico in the United States.

Fr Miguel Sánchez Rodríguez
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Adult Catechesis in the
parish of Saint Luke Uxbridge
One of the tasks I was given early on in my
curacy was to organise and lead the adult
catechesis. With a self-professed lack of
professional organisation skills, this was not a task
I initially relished! But for me it has been helpful,
encouraging and informative. These sessions
normally take the form of a thirty-minute talk
after the parish mass on Sundays, followed by
around ten minutes of questions and
discussion. So far I have organised series in
Advent, Lent, and a series over the summer. We
have been lucky enough to have guest speakers
from theological colleges, Forces Padres,
academics, musicians, and clergy from
neighbouring parishes which enabled us to cover
a vast array of material and experiences from
across the Church.
After the first series of talks, I asked members of
the congregation for suggestions for the next
series, and I integrated these into the themes that
we have discussed. One of the talks was around
the subject of the sacraments; this was particularly
interesting to discuss, as many of our parishioners
have close relatives from Pentecostal and Baptist
church backgrounds, and so frequently find
different views about the sacraments can be a
point of confusion or even tension within their
families. Questions about Baptism, Confirmation,
the Eucharist and expressions of faith were varied
and detailed as people sought to explore different
ways of approaching the same subject as a group
with diverse experiences and strongly-held
convictions.
From the start of lockdown I began writing short
daily reflections on the lectionary and sending
them out by email. These proved surprisingly
popular in the parish, and I used the reflections to
supplement the themes of the adult catechesis
series at the time. Our Lent and Advent sessions

were held via Zoom: this meant I could invite
speakers who wouldn’t ordinarily travel into
London, but it did make the question and answer
element of the sessions slightly harder for
parishioners, and the virtual format precluded
some of our usual participants.
One of the sessions was about music to aid
prayer during Holy Week; for this I recorded a
conversation with Peter Stevens (Acting Director
of Music, Westminster Cathedral) in St James’s
Park near to the Cathedral in interview format, as
he was unable to speak live on Palm Sunday
itself. In this way, technology has been incredibly
useful, and organising and giving the talks has not
only required me to keep up with my reading but
to ensure that I understand how to disseminate
the information as easily as possible to as many
people as possible and make the best use of the
available tech.
This has proved equally helpful in the work I have
been doing for the past year with Middlesex
Northwest Army Cadets, where electronic
communication has proved vital for staff training
and events with the young people. Whilst time
on Zoom is becoming all too common, it has
been an efficient way for me to take an active
role in staff training and pastoral availability. Being
involved in making a model tank over Zoom was
a particular highlight, and I am looking forward to
spending some time rock climbing with the
Cadets this summer! Whilst organising parish life,
key events and pastoral interactions online has
been useful, I am convinced that technology can
never make up for time spent with people in the
same space. To paraphrase Studdert Kennedy,
‘…life is impossible when we try to do it without
going beyond the incarnation.’

Fr William Hamilton-Box
15
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LOCK DOWN AND COVID 19
IN WORKSOP AND MANTON
ike everywhere else across the world, we
have been affected by the pandemic and the
measures to deal with it.

The first Lockdown
• Right around the time of the start of the
crisis, almost 18 months ago, I met another
member of clergy in the street, who
predicted a growth in mental health issues
and domestic violence; this prediction
appears, sadly, to have been proved right.
• At Worksop Priory and S. Paul’s Manton, we
had to close our doors but of course never
closed our work: decided from the start that
we could not neglect to offer Mass and to
keep in touch with our people.
• So we continued production of our weekly
Mass & notices sheet, and thus were able to
maintain contact with people through
sustained socially-distanced doorstep
conversations. For some, these were their
chief means of contact with anyone else. We
also increased our phone contacts. In any
case, we had, for some years, already been
in the habit of checking if anyone had not
been with us for some time or had ‘fallen off
the radar’.
• We started live-streaming Masses almost
immediately, although along with probably
everyone else we experienced a bit of a
sharp ‘learning curve’ with regard to the
technology and logistics of arranging, settingup and recording. And like everyone else
shocked at being told, just before the start of
Holy Week 2020 not to enter a locked
church building even just to live-stream, it
was a very steep learning curve indeed for
the Vicar and myself to celebrate the Holy
Week Rites in our [separate] dining-rooms.
16

• But the sadness of spending Easter 2020
morning at my improvised dining-table Altar
[and having to eat my meals on my lap on
my sofa] was balanced by the numbers of
people faithfully following us online, mostly
also posting comments. And in those early
days of Lockdown we would be keen to see
who was ‘tuning in’ to our live-streamed
services; when reviewing the recording and
comments afterwards, I noticed how, at the
moment of giving [verbally of course] the
Peace, everyone, without nay prompting at
all, spontaneously posted “Peace be with
you” in the Comments section. This was
something that wonderfully confirmed how
faithful our people are, and how much any
form of participation in the Mass was what
matters to them.
• People were also wonderful at ringing round
to each other, to check they were OK.
• Later that spring we were able to purchase
with a grant for SSC’s Mission Direct Fund
an extra iPhone tablet, which improved the
viewer’s picture and sound quality.
• Meanwhile, in May 2020 we were able to
return to our buildings, with people seeing
Mass celebrated at a consecrated Altar once
again. Soon, it was possible to enter into the
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building for personal prayer; and time
was spent compiling booklets and leaflets
assisting with this, or using the material
provided the Catholic Societies of the
Church of England.

Summer 2020: Back at Mass
• And then people were back at Mass, with
masks and without any singing – but glad to
be able to receive the Sacraments again and
take a physical part in corporate worship,
along with all other churches, after the
necessary risk assessments had been
completed and Covid-secure measures
implemented.
• Worksop Priory has long supported the
Walsingham Youth Pilgrimage, and so the
online event was followed by our
teenagers, complete with daily Mass.

•

•

•

•

Into 2021

grandparents or guardians was relaunched
on a Wednesday as ‘Songs & Stories’; we
met initially in the vicarage garden due to
then-current rules on mixing indoors before
moving back into the carpeted Lady Chapel
and, a few weeks ago, resuming singing.
There are some of these families who are
now looking forward to Baptisms and,
possibly, even Confirmations.
As soon as we were able, we held an
annual Confirmation with the Bishop of
Beverley, who confirmed two Year 6
children.
Our commitment to our schools never
stopped, with assemblies inevitably done via
Zoom; it was therefore a huge
encouragement to return to the schools in
person, with the unfamiliarity of being
outside rather than in the hall. We have also
resumed a school Mass once every halfterm.
In June we were able to start a new chapter
in the life our churches with appointment of
Fr Cooper as a Transformational Change
post, with a particular brief to increase the
numbers of adults in their 20s and 30s
attending Mass
And in early August 2021 our annual
participation in the Walsingham Youth
Pilgrimage was, for the second year running,
not deterred by the present crisis, as we
took part in the online version, meeting in
S. Paul’s hall with our teenagers. We very
much hope to be returning to Walsingham
next August.

• After the second Lockdown in November
[when public Mass was again suspended]
we had to cut back our usual Advent and
Christmass activities. Yet Christmass was
marked by a late-afternoon Vigil Mass on
the 24th, in which we saw many families
and children attending Mass.
• In the spring of 2021 we gradually started to
bring back what we had been missing: the
Thursday morning ‘Wiggly Worship’ for preschool children and their parents,
17
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The Cross Green Family
March 22nd I think we all knew what was
going to happen, so after Mass I took a server
with me ringing a bell, as I carried the Blessed
Sacrament around each street of the Parish,
and blessed each street. There was an eerie
silence, as we walked and the lonely bell
ringing was the only noise, but folk came to
their windows and doors to gaze in silence. I
wanted to show the community that even
though we knew what was going to happen,
the church would not forget its children. Each
Monday, and I still do this now, I walk around
the streets to let people know I am walking the
same journey with them. As I begin every
Mass with “ As the people of Cross Green” It's
important to recognise that we are a family,
who stick together in Sacrament and prayer
against all adversity.

March 23rd, like most of us watching the
Prime Minister's announcement regarding the
lockdown was full of questions. What about
the Daily Mass? What about opening the doors
for prayer? Here in Cross Green I contacted
the Area Bishop Paul Slater and asked him
about a food provision; as we sit in the bottom
1% of deprivation it was important to keep a
presence. By the end of 24th, Bishop Paul had
spoken to the Council, and we could operate
18

3 days a week. We maintained a food
provision for 16 months offering tins, fresh fruit
and veg, milk and bread. We fed an average of
80 people a week, and even if I was in the
area and folk needed food they got it.

On Easter Sunday, I teamed up with the school
to encourage the children who were being
schooled at home to draw an Easter egg, and
place it in their window. For 5 hrs on Easter
Sunday two of us delivered Easter Eggs to over
200 homes for the children. The response
was wonderful, children coming onto the
street to hug me and say thank you. I then
joined the school and Richmond Hill Elderly
Action together as pen friends getting the
children who were behind doors to write to
the elderly of the community who again were
behind closed doors.
Being a volunteer for the Food hub, let me still
meet people, and we had many pastoral
encounters and conversations sitting on the
walls of St Hilda’s, or sometimes sat on the
grass beneath the great West End. The Blessed
Sacrament was exposed in so many gardens
and backyards, so families who were isolating
could pray with me before the Lord.
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We teamed up also with a local charity, called
RETHINK who four times gave us packs with
14 challenges for children. These were from
puzzles, quizzes, making pizzas and also bird
feeders. So much so we started to give bird
seed out at the food hub for the children.
Again we walked the streets, two of us
looking for 100 children, who we could help.
When winter came, it was bitter and yes we
are the 18th poorest Parish in the UK, but
that does not mean that our children have to
suffer. I asked a child in the queue “ Do you
have any gloves” to the words “No Father”. I
started a campaign called “Hands for God” ,
and called upon those of our community who
could either knit, or donate gloves for the
children. We were inundated and we handed
out over 230 pairs of gloves , hats and
scarves.

It’s amazing people don’t refer to the church,
or the food hub, or the lunch club. It's Saint
Hilda’s. Which is the living heart beat of Christ
in this red bricked community. It’s reassuring
to know that they may never come to
church, but they know where the broken can
be put back together in the hospital for
sinners.
I look back on the last 18 months, and it has
had its ups and downs, but I can honestly say
it has had many spiritual ups, knowing that
each bag of food, pair of gloves or an Easter
egg has had a positive impact.
I am so grateful to the Additional Curates
Society who by their generosity enable the
mission of St Hilda’s by allowing this hospital
for sinners by a Priest who enjoys getting his
hands dirty for God.

The acts of kindness have not just been
restricted to the community. Maundy
Thursday as I could not wash any feet this
year, I gave a package to 12 men of a bar of
soap, a towel and the line from John 13 “
"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my
feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you,
you have no part with me." "Then, Lord,"
Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my
hands and my head as well!" Jesus answered,
"A person who has had a bath needs only to
wash his feet; his whole body is clean.”
19
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Gift Aid declaration for past, present & future donations
THE ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY 16 Commercial Street, Birmingham B1 1RS

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made
today

in the past 4 years

in the future

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of
Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.
Donor’s details

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:

Title............. First name or initial(s)..........................

Want to cancel this declaration

Surname.................................................................

Change your name or home address

Full home address ...................................................

No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or
capital gains.

...............................................................................
..............................................Postcode...................
Date........................................................................
Signature .................................................................

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want
to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include
all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or
ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

BANKER’S ORDER (please use capital letters)
To (Name & Address of your own Bank) ............................................................................................
............................................................................Postcode ..............................................................
PLEASE PAY:
Bank of Scotland, 55 Temple Row, Birmingham B2 5LS Your Bank Account No:
Bank Sort Code: 12-05-65 • Account No: 06074410
....................................................................
for the credit of the Additional Curates Society
The sum of £ ........................(amount in figures)
(amount in words) ............................................................................................................................
on ....................................................................and thereafter on the same day of each month/year
for ....................................................................years/or until I cancel it in writing.
Signature ..........................................................Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Revd/etc) ................................
Address..............................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................Postcode......................................................
IMPORTANT
If you are signing a Gift Aid Declaration and wish to pay by Banker’s Order,
please complete the above and return to:
ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY, 16 Commercial Street, Birmingham B1 1RS
Thank you for supporting the work of ACS
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